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dent. He would not object, however, to a post- 
‘onement, and wished the Senator from South 
Carolina would name some day for taking them 


wer. CALHOUN expressed a wish that the reso- 


jutions, and the joint resolution of the Senator from 


Ohio for terminating the joint occupancy, should 


be considered at the same time. He hoped that 
would be the course, and that a day for this object 
would be fixed. 

Mr. ATCHISON suggested that the joint reso- 
lution adverted to, had already been referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and that these 
resolutions referred themselves. 

Mr. CALHOUN would move to lay the resolu- 
tions on the table, until they could be taken up 
together. 

Mr. ALLEN hoped, as they were mere resolu- 
tions of inquiry, that ‘they would go to the appro- 
priate committee, as was usual; and then the subject- 
matter to which they referred could be assigned 
for debate on a day to be fixed. The better course 
would be for them to go to a committee, that the 
Senate might have the benefit of their labors at the 
appointed time; otherwise, what would there be 
before the Senate for it to acton? The report of 
the committee would properly present a subject 
for discussion, which could not arise before the 
resolutions were reported on. He would suggest 
the reference of the resolutions to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, so that they could be taken 
up, in connexion with the joint resolution. 

‘Mr. CALHOUN expressed his acquiescence in 
this course. 

The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

\ resolution offered some days since by Mr. 
UPHAM, in favor of repealing the act abolishing 
an Inspector General in the army, was taken np. 

Mr. PHELPS suggested that the adoption of 
the resolution was rendered unnecessary by the 
action of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
which had reported a bill on the subject. 

The resolution was then laid on the table. 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved that the Senate pro- 
eeed to the consideration of Executive business. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after a short time spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


y~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ' 
Saturpay, December 27, 1845. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 
TEXAS. 


Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported, correct, the bill 
eg admission of the State of Texas into the 

nion. 

The SPEAKER signed the bill, which waits 
only the signature of the President of the United || 
States to become a law. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. TIBBATTS said, he desired to make a 
very important report from the Committee on 
Commerce, with a view to having it referred and 
printed, 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in || 
order would be that in which the House had been | 
‘ngaged at the time of its adjournment on Tuesday 
\st—the question of the election of superinten- 
dent and assistant of the folding-room. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. moved that the rules be 
“uspended for the purpose of admitting reports 
from committees. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, not having heard apparent- 
ythe motion of Mr. Wentworth, said, that the 
- ouse had now been some weeks in session, and || 

lat the committees had not yet been called for | 
ee The House was thin, and he thought 
« + : best object to which its time could be de- 
S or this dsy, would be the call of commit- | 

*s for reports, and he submitted that motion. i 

Mr ROBERT SMITH suggested to Mr. Brod- . 
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head so to modify his motion as to inelude the 
introduction of bills of which notices had been 
given, and also notices of bills hereafter to be in- 
troduced. 

Mr. BRODHEAD adherred to his original mo- 
tion. 

A motion was made by Mr. HOLMES, of South 
Carolina, that the House adjourn; on which mo- 
tion the yeas and nays were asked, and ordered; 
and being taken, were, yeas 13, nays 110. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired of the 
Chair, whether the bill from the Senate extending 
the jurisdiction of the United States over ‘Texas 
had yet been transmitted to the House? 

The CHAIR, after inquiring of the Clerk, an- 
swered the question in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Bropueap. 

Mr. TIBBATTS ureed that the rules be sus- 
pended, for the purpose of calling the committees 
for reports. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, desired to give 
notice of his intention to move to amend the rules, 
by adding thereto the following, which was read 
for information : 

‘That upon the engrossment or passage of any 
bill making appropriations of money for works 
of internal improvement of any kind or descrip- 
tion, it shall be in the power of any member to 
call for a division of the question, so as to take 


‘ 


‘ 


. 


. 


improvement or appropriation contained in said 
bill, or upon such items separately, and others 
collectively, as the member making the call may 
specify ; and if one-fifth of the members present 
second said call, it shall be the duty of the 
Speaker to make such divisions of the question, 
‘and put them to vote accordingly.” 

Mr. TIBBATTS objected to the notice. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the riles be sus- 
pended, in order to enable him to give the notice. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, asked the 

reas and nays; which were refused. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL desired to be informed 
by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Houston] 
whether his object was to have this proposed 
amendment referred to the Select Committee, 
which had heretofore been appointed on the sub- 
ject of the rules? That would much influence his 
(Mr. I.’s) mind as to what course he would take. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to reply to this inquiry— 

When the SPEAKER cut off further conversa- 
tion on that point, by stating that the amendment 
could not be referred until it had first been re- 


. 


‘ 


‘ 


‘ 


. 


' ceived. 


And the question being then taken on the mo- 


' tion of Mr. Houston, it was decided in the affir- 


mative. 

So the rules were suspended. 

And the amendment being thus before the 
House, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved its reference to 


the Select Committee on the Rules. 


This motion (which had received the assent of 


Mr. Hovsron) prevailed, and the amendment was 
referred accordingly. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The question again recurred on the motion to 
suspend the regular order of business, for the pur- 
pose of calling the committees for reports. ; 

Mr. DARRAGH suggested that the motion 
should be so modified as to include bills of which 
notice had been given, and notices of bills. 


Mr. TIBBATTS (in his own behalf as having 


|| renewed the motion which was originally offered by 
| Mr. Bropueap,) said he acquiesced in the modifi- 


cation. 
And, after a brief conversation on a point of or- 
der between Mr. Hamu and the Sreayer, 


The question was taken, and the House refused | 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, then moved that the | 
regular order of business be suspended, for the | 


a separate vote of the House upon each item of 
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purpose of calling the States for petitions, of giving 
notices of bills, and of allowing the introduction of 
bills of which notice had already been given. 

Mr. PE'T' TIT moved to amend the motion so 
as to add, *‘and bills of which notices had not been 
riven, 

The SPEAKER decided the amendment to be 
out of orcs y. 

Mr. PE'TTIT indicated an appeal from the de 
elsion, but did not take it. 

Mr. JACOB 'THOMPSON asked Mr. Surrit so 
to modify his motion as to allow any member who 
had no petition to present to introduce a resolu- 
tion, 

And Mr. Svrrn so modified his motion. 

Mr. VANCE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. 'TIBBATTS asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 5 

Mr. VANCE withdrew the motion. 

And the question then recurred, and was taken 
on the modified motion of Mr. Smrru, and was de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the House refused to suspend the regular 
order of business. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. McCONNELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House cause to 
be furnished to the members of this House, during 
the present session, such papers as they may di- 
rect, the expenses thereof not to exceed thirty dol 
lars per annum for each member, from the com 
mencement of the session. 


THE FOLDING-ROOM, 


The House then resumed the consideration of 


And there were two questions pending : First, 
will the House now proceed to the election of these 
officers ? 

And, secondly, shall the vote be taken by tellers 
(as moved by Mr. Hamuiy) instead of viva voce, 
as required by the rule ? 

[The first requires the vote of a majority only; 
the second, inasmuch as it conte myplate s another 
mode of election than that pointed out by the 
rules, requires a vote of two-thirds, } 

And the question was on the first of these pro- 
positions, 

Mr. GROVER asked that a communication 
which he had received from the Clerk of the House 
might be read. 

Mr. BOYD objected. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be 
suspended, in order that the communication might 
be read. 

And the rules having been suspended, the com- 
munication was read, as follows: 


the unfinished business of Tuesday last 


‘Orrice Hovse or Representatives U.S. ) 

“© December 26, 1845.  § 
‘¢ Dear Sir: Your note of yesterday, asking me 
‘whether or not the proposition to choose a su- 
perintendent and assistant superintendent of the 
folding-room, if carried into effect, will increase 


| the expense of the business of the legislative de- 


yartment, or not;’ and ‘if it does, in what manner 
is the expense increased, and to what probable ex- 
tent?’ is received. 

‘‘ From the little examination I have been able 
to give the subject of which you inquire, my opin- 
ion is that the expenses of the House will be ma- 
terially increased by the election of the officers 
ca It will be, in fact, the creation of two new 
offices, the business now being done by messen- 
gers of the Doorkeeper. The Doorkeeper is now 
allowed by resolutions of the House ten messen- 
gers, at $2 50 per day each; one of these messen- 
gers is superintendent of the folding-room, and he 
is aided daily by all the messengers and pages un- 
der the Doorkeeper when they are not otherwise 
engaged. It is well known to me that in 184] the 
force of the House of Representatives was reduced 
as much as a very economical committee thought 
advisable, and that it is necessary to employ all 
the force now in the employment of the Doorkeep- 
er to have the duties under his supervision properly 
attended to. The duties performed in the folding- 
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room are most appropriate ly under the Doorkeep- 
er. and if two independent officers are elected, each 
re Spans le or ly to the House ~!tw il] he nece Ss8aryv 
to supply the superinl ndent of the folding-room 
with his messengers and assistants, independent of 
the Doorkeeper; and a new set of rules and regu- 
lations must be made, or the duties of the two offi- 
cers will be continually conflicting with each other. 
The election of superintendent of the folding-room 
may, and probably will, reduce the Doorkeepe r’s 
yitt engers one, 
‘Salary of superintendent of folding- 

cos ache OO 
932 50 
ietaks bide sss See 
.»- 1,000 00 
S730 

2+ 4,380 80 


POOML, SUV see eee eee ere ree eeeee 


Deduct one messenger from doorkceper, 





r day each, or 
per annum e% SGwdse ds eens eeeee 
making the 


Extra expense by folding- 


stablishment. ....eee 3,668 30 


room a separate € 


“When T inform you that, during the first ses- 
cion of the 28th Conevress, there were folded, @l- 


elusive of public documents, four millions and a half 


,and to do all this, towether with the 


of packar ' 
tding of 


reeular fi documents, there 
S3.0045 paid out fi 
whether the 

**] am of 


and that a ec! 


Was only 
rv extra folding, you can jud re 
above estimate is too high. 
opinion that the estimate is very low, 
ine of the present system will not 
only lead to such 
ing, but will add 
imated 
probability more, 
“TT have en 


such data 


and misunderstand- 
x] enditures of the House 
sum of $5,668 30, and in all 


confusion 
to the « 


the above « 


lcavored to answer your letter from 

IL could procure In ‘the short time I 

have had to devote to the subject. 

‘© Lam, with high re | ect, your ob dient servant 
“B. DB. FRENCH. 


, 


Niven.’ 


“* Hion. A. C 

(** The Clerk of the Llouse deems it proper to 
RAY that he received the note 9 Line reply to which 
is above, on Friday; that, as an 
dit his 


that he at once proces ded to procure all the infor- 


otleer of the 
House, he deem duty to reply thereto; 
mation in his power, and gave the result impar- 
tially, and as he deems correctly. He certainly 
Was governed by no feeling w hatever exec pt to do 
his duty and to give correctly the information 
asked for.’’] 

Mr. BOYD said, he wished a further suspension 
of the orders might take place, in order that some 
. besides the Clerk, micht be cate- 
He should like to hear from the Door- 
keeper and others. 


other officers 
chised. 
He had himself some informa- 
tion, and would like to have the liberty of spec h 
on the subject. 

Mr. RATHBUN hoped the gentleman would 
be heard. 

After some conversation, 

Mr. GROVER moved that the consideration of 
the subject be indefinitely postponed. This, he 
said, he would not have done, but for the eifort 
which was made to call up this question to-day 
when so many members who desired to partici- 
pate in the proceedings were absent. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if’ it 
was in order to postpone indefinitely the execution 
of anything positively ordered by th House? 

The CHAIR entered into an explanation of the 
previous proceeding on this que: and 
that the motion to postpone was in order. 


; 


won, said 

Mr. PETTITT expre ssed strong dissent from the 
ground takeh by the Clerk in his report. How 
frivolous was it for any man to say that the ap- 
pointment of two individuals by that House, who 
were at present appointed by the Doorkeeper, 
would increase the expenditures of the House 
some four or five thousand dollars. The position 
was absurd on its very face. The whole eilect of 
the resolution would be that the House should 
take this appointment into its own hands, instead 
of leaving it with the Doorkeeper. The objection 
was that the Doorkeeper had now under his con- 
trol a certain number of messengers and a certain 
number of pages; and if a superintendent and an 
assistant superintendent in the folding-room should 
be appointed, as the Doorkeeper must retain all 
his messengers and all his pages, others must be 
employed in the folding-room. But how did this 
follow?) Why must the Doorkeeper retain all his 


messengers and all his pages? Why could notthe | 


same men, or some of them, be transferred to the | 


folding-room ? 
five of these pages? 


such men in its employment as it preferred, with- 


out deferring to the wishes of the Doorkeeper? | 


Yet they must be told by their Clerk that this 
would greatly augment the publie expenditure, be- 
cause half a dozen of the pages who now worked 
daily in the folding-room would be thrown out of 
that employ, and would have little or nothing to 
do, and must still be paid. ) 
tidn, indeed! Jlow easy would :t be for the House 
to direct its Doorkeeper to dismiss such of the 
pages as would have nothing to do, and send them 


A formidable objec- | 


into the folding-room, or some others in their place? | 


But, even if the objection were sound, must the 
present state of disorder continue, and the public 
service suffer, even if the remedy should cost five 
thousand dollars ? 

Mr. RATHBUN considered the whole discus- 
sion as relating to a very petty and trifling matter; 
it was, in fact, a war of certain gentlemen in that 
House on an appointment which had been made 
hy the Doorkeeper. A pretty spectacle, truly! 
‘The House of Representatives engaged in making 
war upon a poor messenger who was receiving 
two dollars and a halfa day! ‘This important ap- 
pointment was the great matter aimed at; and the 
real question before the House was, who should 
be the lucky man to get it? It was a small busi- 
ness—a pitiful husiness—for a House to be engaged 
in, consisting of more than two hundred and forty 
members at eight dollars a day. But this was not 
all: the 4 had before them facts and statistics re- 


ported from an officer well acquainted with the sub- | 


jeet, and which showed that the new plan would 

attended with an increase of ex- 
but that too was laughed at. He put it to 
he House to say whether, making this foldine- 
room an independent establishment, and employ- 
ing two men to superintend it, did not necessarily 
involve one additional salary? As the matter now 
siood, whenever the messengers and pages belong- 
ing to that TLouse were no longer wanted in it, they 
retired to the folding-room, and there had full em- 
ployment. But gentlemen were not satisfied with 
this; they must have other persons employed for 
the foldine-room, and have all the House messen- 
pages still retained. It was not saying 
too much to affirm that every word contained in 
the statement of the Clerk which had been read 
was The resolution went, in fact, to 
create another department, and employ another 
cane of hands; and the arrangement, let gentlemen 
say what they please, must and would be attended 
W ith a large inere ase of expense. 

The avowed reason for this new movement was 
the very important fact that the Doorkeeper had 
not appointed the man which certain gentlemen 
wanted. What a grave reason this was for such 
a measure. It was beneath the dignity of the 
House to talk aboutit. If the Doorkeeper had 
not faithfully performed his duty, turn him out, but 
do not take the public money to create new ofiicers. 
Members were striking blindly at a matter that 
they did not understand. ‘The House was teld 
that if these officers were appointed in the folding- 
room, and thereby an increased expenditure was 
produced, a corresponding reduction might be made 
in the expenses of the Hlouse. But how? By re- 
ducing the number and the pay of these poor little 
pages, who waited on the members—all of them 
orphans, the sons of widows in reduced circum- 
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stances. 


1. 
petrated ¢ 
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And for what must this cruelty be per- | 
To gratify the malice of certain indi- 


viduals because the Doorkeeper had not appointed 


the man they wanted him to appoint. Mr. R. con- 
sidered the whole matter as Involving an outrage 
on the feelings of humanity, and taking away the 
bread of these poor little lads, who had been char- 
itably appointed to the place they held. For one, 
he was for wiping out such a stain on the credit of 
the House. He would not vote to increase its ex- 
penses to gratify the malice of any man. Its ex- 


penditures were now on alow scale—quite low | 
enough—and no one did or could complain of | 


them. Yet the House was invoked to embark in 


an untried experiment merely for the sake of 
changing one man now in its employ. Was it be- | 
cause this man happened to come from the western | 
extremity of the State of New York? For himself, | 
he hardly knew the individual by sight; yet the 

mere fact that New York had a certain messenger | 
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_employed by that House had raised the ire 


Why could not he dismiss four or |! 
Might not the House have | 


| had. 


| should forget that it was the place of his nai 


Dec. 27. 


) of ce) 
tain gentlemen so that they would stop at oe 
to get himout. He begged gentlemen not to os 
rel with the State of New York because she | 
one out of the many servants employed hy; 
House, and he believed that this ene y WT 


as all s 


noth; 


‘ 


Mr. PETTIT here interposed to explain, jy, 
could have been actuated by no such motiye . 
that now attributed to him; for he did no: kno 
the messenger, should not know him now jf }. 
met him, did not know and never had inquired 
whether he came from New York er Kentyeky 
or Indiana. He entertained no unkind feelines (, 
the State of New York, and never could : 


\ 


> unul] |] 

IVity 

The allusion of the gentleman, if made to him. 
was wholly unfounded. 

Mr. RATHBUN resumed, and said that lie 
was very glad to hear that the gentleman from 
Indiana did not even know the man whom all ys 
fury had been aimed at; but this only showed hoy 
blindly gentlemen were acting. All this up 
was raised because the right man had not be, 
appointed. How could they say so if they , 
not know the man? Jf they neither knew him 
his State, why did they want to turn him out af; 
he had been but twenty or thirty days in of 
But he hoped the whole thing would receiy: 
go-by, and that the House would not wast 
or three days in an election to fill an office so « 
temptible. © 

Mr. BOYD asked Mr. Rarnevun whether 
Mr. B. should introduce a resolution to e¢) 
new Doorkeeper, he would vote in favor of it? 

Mr. RATHBUN said he would vote for | 
yeas and nays on such a motion, and let his y 
be recorded. 

Mr. BOYD resumed, and said that neither | 


|! he known who the man was who superintended 


the folding-room, until some days after the } 
resolution had been adopted. le was in 
of the resolution, not because one man was t 
put in or another put out, but because it had 
heen his opinion that the conduct of the yx 
in the folding-room should be under some r 
sible man as superintendent, and that the p 
should attend to their business on that floor, 
not be intrusted with the folding and manage 
of the documents. The present system had re- 
sulted in much confusion; and, however the 
tleman from New York [Mr. Ratusen} n 
feel, the gentlemen who, hke himself, can 
the West had an interest in this maiter. ‘I 
were suffering for want of a better arranger 
they paid their money for these documents, 
sent them to the folding-room to b put up for 
their constituents; and when they were bro 
back from the folding-room to the members’ 
ings, they often found three and four copies of 
same document in the same envelope, and \ 
forced to buy more and more, when they had s- 
ready purchased the requisite number. Le 
House have the requisite number of pages and 
requisite number of messengers for 1ts Own bis! 
ness: let the rest be dispensed with, and thu 
could avoid the increased expense about 
the Clerk spoke so eloquently in his report. (1 
laugh. | 

Mr. B. said he thought it necessary to say tu''s 
much in reply to the speech which had been m 
by the Clerk. Mr. B. had not formed his op 
wholly on the representation of Mr. Gom ver, | 
late superintendent, who had been turned oul 
office, and who might be supposed an iterested 
witness, inasmuch as he wanted to get back; 
he did rely on the statements of Mr. Queen, % 
had long been in the folding-room, and who 
no solicitor of office, and would not accept ob 
it were offered to him. The opinion of this con 
petent and disinterested witness was, that the pis 
now proposed, instead of involving an merce 
expense, would result in a saving of $200 
nually in the expenditures of the House. 2" 
Queen had had long experience, and possesse? * 
full and personal knowledge of the whole matte’, 
as every gentleman must know who had ber! 
here of late years. This testimony was « 
speech Mr. B. wanted to make, and whi ¥ 
would set in opposition to that made by the Cie". 
He had not inquired, nor did he care, who kW 
the Doorkeeper had appointed; but he thought 
proposed change was a proper one, and a’ 
would be made. He admitted that this was 
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«mall matter to be the subject of a debate; nor 
would there have been a word of debate, but for 
the opposition which had been made from New 
York. He knew not whether it was owing to the 
fact that New York gentlemen had one of their 
friends in the place; at all events, he hoped the 
House would go on to make this election, and 
would immediately follow it up by adopting some 
reduction ia the present number of pages and 
messengers. 





Mr. B. went on to observe that the present 
Congress was without any law regulating this mat- 
ter. The last Congress had had a law, but thus 
far the present House was acting without any law 
whatever, except that of usage. He trusted that 
no gentleman would feel so much interest in keep- 
ine these little pages in employment as to refuse 
to do, on that account, what was right in itself, 
and most advantageous to the public service. 

TEXAS. 

r\ message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had passed a 
hill to extend the laws of the United States over 
the State of Texas, and for other purposes. | 

Mr. GEO. W. JONES obtained the floor, and 
was about to address the House; when 

Mr. HOUSTON wished him to yield for a mo- 
tion thatthe House would now take up and dis- 
pose of the bill just received from the Senate, 

xtending the laws of the United States over Tex- 

: but 

Mr. JONES refused, and proceeded to say that 
he had been the individual who had introduced 
the resolution for electing asuperintendent and as- 

stant superintendent in the folding-room by the 
House: and he could say here in his place, ‘ 
other eentlemen had done, that at the time he had 

troduced the resolution he did not know who 

eecupied the place, nor did he know it for several 
lays afterwards. And even now he should not 

ww the individual should he meet him in the 
street. But he believed that the Doorkeeper of 

s House, in appointing anybody, had acted 

thout authority. He was not authorized by 
law to appoint the messengers, pages, or any other 

liver. It was very true that a re solution had 
been adopted by the 27th Congress, in 184], 
which did confer such authority on that officer, 
hut the foree of the resolution expired with the 
House which adopted it. ‘The Doorkeeper of the 
st Congress had acted without authority in the 
er, and the present Doorkeeper had no better 
right. In Mr. J.’s opinion that House ought to 
revulate this whole matter for itself; it was for 
ito say who should be their messengers, and 

9 their pages; they were, to say the least, as 

petent to do such a duty as the Doorkceper. 
Wi V had such strenuous opposition come from 
ihe State of New York? Was it because the gcen- 
eman now over the folding-room was from New 
York? Why, if the House should now proceed 
yan ek ‘tion, would not the office be as open to 
their m&n as to any other? Were New York 
members afraid that their fellow-citizens should 
take equal chance with others? 


a 


Mr. RATHBUN here interposed to say that 
his opposition had not been made because the man 
came from his own State. He had known noth- 
ng of him before the present time, and it would 
make no difference in his course whether an indi- 
vidual eame from New York or Nova Scotia; he 
Was actuated by regard to principle alone. 

4 rm . . . . 
Mr. JONES resumed. If the individual now in 
the place was competent and worthy and well qual- 
ified, let his friends show that fact, and no doubt 
the House would eleet him; but if a majority of 
the House was opposed to him, he certainly should 
hot remain there. 

As to the question of expense, Mr. J. under- 
stood that, according to the rules of the House, 
‘hat was not a debatable queajion on a motion to 
£0 into the election; but, seeing that a report from 
‘he Clerk had been read, he supposed members 
had the liberty of replying. Notwithstanding the 
hilered knowledge and experienee of the Clerk, it 
seemed to Mr. J. that that officer had reasoned 
‘hroughout from false premises. According to 
him this appointment would increase the expenses 
we House $5,000; but how did this follow? 
“) ould the salary of these officers be any greater 
if they were elected by the House, than if they 
Were appointed by the Doorkeeper? He presumed 


sue 


not; and if not, then the 
Clerk fell to the ground. 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. Ratreun] 
had appealed to the sympathies of the House in 
behalf of the little orphans emploved here as paces, 


Now Mr. J. could truly say that i 


ihe warmest syin- 


whole argument of the 


pathies of his own heart were in faver of those 


thus east helpless on the world.and | 


tainly be the last man living to do the 


justice to those who had suffered the mi 
losing’ the ir parents: but he would mau whet 
this Halfwas to be an asylum for all the orphans 


of the country? If it was, he wished to |] 


, KHOoW ity 
for he had a whole host of such in his district a: 
worthy of patronage as these were. He was very 


willing that in the ¢ mployment of pages preference 
should be given to this description of boys, but no 
more of them ought to be employed than the ser- 
vice of the House actually required ; and he would 
submit it to wentlemen to say whether they had 
hot more of them about the H 
necessary. 


fouse than was atall 
If they should eleet a superintendent 
of the folding-room, would it necessarily follow 
that the Doorkeeper must still keep ten pa res 1 
employment? He thought not: 


] a part might be 
dispensed with. 


And should the appointment be 
made, all the duties could be pe rformed with two 
messengers less than the present number. ‘The 
only difference would be that they were now paid 
under the appomtment of the Doorkec per, and t 


hen 
they would be paid under the appointment of the 
House. 

TEXAS. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, here moved 
to suspend the order of the day to take up the Texas 
bill as received from the Senate. 

The motion pre vailed, the order was suspe nded, 
and the bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. RA'THBUN, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, moved that the bill be reterre d 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On this motion Mr. McCON N ELL moved the 
veas and nays: but they were not ordered. 
~ Mr. JACOB THOMPSON expressed his earn- 
est desire that the bill should be passed to-day, 
and micht accompany the other bill for the admis- 
sion of ‘Texas when that bill should be presente a 
to the President for his signature. 
no point in it which required examination, and 
hoped it would not be committed. Nevertheless, 
if the honorable chairman insisted on his motion, 
Mr. 'T. should not resist. 

Mr. McKAY, chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, admitted that there was a pro- 
priety in referring the bill to the Committee on the 
Judiciary; but he would suegest to the gentleman 
who had made the motion, that it might be better 
to send it to the Committee on Commeree, inas- 
much as it contained no provision for the erection 
of collection districts and the appointment of 


col- 
lectors. 


It was certainly Important that our laws 
should be extended over ‘Texas, and that some 
provision should be inserted in the bill providing 
for the judiciary and the district attorney; but it 
was yet more important that a provision should be 
inserted into it for collecting revenue. As the bill 
now stood there was nothing on that subject... He 
knew, indeed, that the Committee on Commerce 
might report a supplementary bil!, but he thought 
it would be a saving of time to efiect the object by 
an amendment of the present bill. He concluded 
by moving that the bill be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. WENTWORTH (a member of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce) said that it was his own 
wish, and, as he believed, that of the committee, 
that the present bill should pass by itself, and that 
the provisions referred to, which he admitted tobe 
very proper, should be made the subject of a sepa- 
rate bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER, in some remarks scarce 
heard by the reporter, was understood to concur 
in the sentiment just expressed. The subject had 
been repeatedly mentioned in the Committee, on 
Commerce. That committee had no intention that 
it should be overlooked; but they thought it better 
to pass the present bill, and leave the provisions re- 
specting collectorships, &c., to form the subject of 
another, which would be reported in due time. 

Mr. McKAY thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSGN moved the previous 
question; but the House refused to aaa it; and 
the question being on referring the bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary— 
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Mr. McCONNELL again demanded the yeas 


and nays, 
Mr. RATHBUN said he had not made his mo- 


tion for reference from any desire to produce delay. 
Should the reference take place, he should call the 
omnitttee together without delay, and report the 
billto the House as soon as practicable. | Mean- 
while, he would here declare in the face of the 
House that there were same features in the bill to 
which he could not wield 


his assent; and he here 
ive netice that, if it should pass in its present 

form, he should, before the close of the present 

Ke bicasures to have those provisions 

red by a supplementary bill. 

Mr. THURMAN was very desirous that the 


present bill should, if possible, pass and become a 


law on the same day with the jomt res 
1 of ‘Texas 


ince the latter had not received the signature of 


olution for 
Owine to some erreum- 


the Speaker of the Tlouse until now. He pre 
sumed it would receive it to-day, and he desired 
- ; , 

that both bills should be signed by the President at 


one time. It was his own opinion that the mere 
act of admission Operate d of itself to extend the 
laws of the United States over Texas: but, as he 
understood it had been euste mary to puss a decla- 
ratory law to that effeet, tnere might be a propriety 
in passing a hill like this: but let it be done at 
onee, it furthe reaction was needful to establish a 
judicial system or collection districts, then it could 
as well he done hereatter, 


Mr. SAW'TELLE hoped that the bill would be 
ameuded By the 


port re solution which had pass- 
ed both Flor . Pexas w is admitted mto the Unton 
Ob certain Conditions in reeard to her pute lands; 
but, by the bill 


it from the Senate now before the 
House, she was to he ; wed to ecame in on a 
fooling with the ort i States, and our land laws 
md all other laws wet tonce to be extended over 
her. lie hoped it would not be pusse L without 
first beta re ferred fo a committee, 
Mr. MehiENRY renewed the 


motion to e¢ mumit 
the bill to the Judieiary C 


ommmiittee, and stated 
that he was in favor of the object of the tn i. but 


W ho reason wry thi 
ted to take t ie ordinary course. 
for the S ti 


CMa 


s bull should not be pernmiut- 
He had as much 
and its committees as it was 
right a member of this House should have 
was unwilling 


: but he 
r tnat a bill of the importance of the 


one now bye fore the House should be passed in such 
' : ‘ 

haste, without a more urgent necessity for it than 
there fuyeyy are | to be In this case, I? he thoueht 


the interest of the U) ited States or of Te Xxas would 


by the short delay of forty-eight hours, 
(which would be the utmost extent of the de lav, in 


} 
His 


judgment,) he would not renew the motion; 
but belevine as hye did that ho yy ible Injury 
would arise from it, he had thoueht it his duty to 
renew the motion, and hoped it would prevail. 
tne motion was lost, without a count. 
And the question recurring on the third reading 
et] firmative. 
bill extending the laws of the 
3 over the State of ‘Texas was forth- 
with read @ third time a val ph ed, 


, 1} : 
of the bill, it passed in the 
Vi ! 

W ere ipon lire 
I nited estate 


SUPERINTENDENT OF FOLDING-ROOM. 

The House now resumed the consideration of 
the motion to elect a superintendent of the folding- 
room. 
Mr. KING, of New York, said that this had 
het n spoke nof as a small matter; but, inasmuch 
as economy in the expenditures of the House was 
a duty to which they all professed to. attend, he 
thought it was due to themselves that they should 
consult about it, small as it might be, and before 
they changed the existing system, should know 
what they were doing. ‘here could be no doubt 
that the effect of this motion would be the creation 
of two new offices. The order of the House 
authorized the Doorkeeper to ap yoint ages for the 
convenience of the members, which he had done; 
but the House was now invoked to vote a salar 
to two new officers, and pay a corps of subordi- 
nates, to do which, the Clerk said, would involve 
the expenditure of an additional sum of four or 
five thousand dollars. Mr. K. had no doubt it 
would cost this and more. If, to make up for this 
sum, the pay of the pages and messengers should 
be reduced, it was not difficult to predict that, at 
the close of the session, strong appeals would be 
made to the sympathy of the House to vote to 
those individuals a sum sufficient to make their 
pay equal to that of others. No gentleman could 
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doubt that the 


proposed plan would increase the 


of the House, and must in 


number of the servant 
the end increase its expenses. 

had been said that nobody knew anything 
about the persons to he appointed to those offices 


new #eystem in 
Under these 
al which, 


crentiemen on 


nor about the organi7auon ot the 


the management of the folding-room, 
eircumstances, he would make a propos 
votes of 


i¢ hoped, would unite the 


both siden Let the whole subject he re ferred to 
the Committee on Accounts, and let them report 
to the Tlouse a suitable plan, which, while it im- 
proved the management of the Goldin “ror oe 
not merease the exp nditures of the House; then 
they would be able to get at something they could 
under tand, Ile wa opposed to this inode of 


Ifthe Hou 


by a direct and 


needed more officers, 
manly vote, Icvery 
in this Government ought to be created 
mid indirect naii- 
to their constit- 
needed more servants, and 
that they must be paid out of the puble purse 
’ party had accused 
W hie Con- 
House very 
Democratic Congre 
ble was for 


a committce 


creating offices. 
let it be done 
new othes 
by bill,a 

i I a +} pant ‘ 
ner. Let entiemen Say i ane 


nd not in an underhs 


nents, that the House 


Crentlemen of the Democratic 
the Whies »yeta late 

ess had reduced the expense 
greatly; and was this 
now to inerease them 
it, on fulle: 


of extravaecanes 
: of the 
about 
a committee, 
should report 
that these new oflicers were actually needed, he 

would | ut, in his jadg- 
mient, as at present tiftorm d, they were not. 

Mr. MeDOWELL admitted 


, but he was o7 


funination, 


c 1 t* 
ro for their ;lMntimen 


1° 
i 


. Bes 
tuat this 


was rath- 
posed to incre: 

patronace, ‘The present 
Doorkeeper had assumed respousibility, and had 
subjected himself to mu nee and pain 


1 . », tlt 
in making a selection from 1 


er a small busines 


ing both expenses and 
' 
“hh dheo 


went 


' } 
nmerous candid itcs 


pre sented to him; and Mi MeD. Was Oppo ed to 
interfering with the present arrangement by the 
ppomtone nt of two new oflices , if at would re 
in the inerease of expenditure by the House; but 
he could not sec how this wa hikely Ve ult. It 
the Hlou ( did create thie officers, t eir compen- 

ition Was in its own hands; the allowance must 
be taken from the } cket of their constituents, 
butat could be met by a corre pondin reduction 
elsewhere. heen made to draw 


An attempt Jiae 
t 
{ 


out the sympathies of the House in favor of the 


pages, but he was opposed ton dulging sympathi 

at the expense ot his constituents. One gentleman 
had almost dropped teers at the thought how 
thi i ppotng went W to ctlect the poor ¢ rphans 
Wi ho received the patronacve of thre House, Mr 
MeD.’s sympathies were perhaps as readily moved 
as those bed other gentlemen, yet he could not but 
quire vhy the Hlouse mu t select these partieu- 
lar ind vidi als and put their nose into the pul lhe 
trowch. If the House was to act on sym} athy 
and proceed on the principle of relieving thie ‘poor, 
let the relief be general and let the House be just. 
Yet he had no designs on the bread and butter of 
the Coeeer eee see that they must 
uffer if the House determined to do its own busi- 


ness instead of devolving it 
Te hope d the House would kee 
own hands, and not deal it out to be exerci a by 
A, B, and C, as their proxies. 

Mr. ‘TIBBATTS demanded the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. KING, of New York, inquired of the Chair 
whether the previous question, if sustained, would 
not cut off the motion to commit? 

The CHAIR replying in the affirmative, the call 
1 E © previous question wi seconded. 

r. CHIPMAN said he had but a few remarks 
to cores The subject was spoken of as of trivial 
importance, but he believed it would be found that 
Its importance was small in the estimation of gen- 
tlemen just in the ratio of the interest they actually 
took in the que stion. He would submit it to the 
llouse whether a question touching patronage 


upon a Danaea eper. 


p the power) its 


iS not § 


exereised by the Doorkeeper without authority of 


law was a matter of such very trifling consequence? 
Hle would submit whether it was a matter so trivial 
to take money out of the public tre asury to gratify 
their individual sympathie: s in open violation of 
all law and all expe sie ney? Again: if gentlemen 
could show by any process of logic that a mere 
change in the mode of ap pointme nt would neces- 

sarily involve an increase of expenditure, he might 
consent to oppose this measure; but if not, from 
what motives had all this clamor been 
against it?) Nothing was said about extravagance 


raised |! 


when a proposition had lately been up to go into 
the public treasury and dispense the public money 
for no legitimate purpose under heaven. 

Mr. MeCONNELL asked the gentleman to 
state what the purpose was. ‘ 

Mr. CHIPMAN said it was well known. 

Mr. McCON NIL L. State it, then. 

Mr. CHIPMAN said he had no objection to sta- 
ting it. "That House was not appointed for eleemo- 
synary purposes, nor for the support of religion. 

Mr. MeCONNELL here called Mr. Cuspman 
to order. "The ventleman was alluding to a sub- 
ject not debatable: he was discussing a question 
that the House had already acted upon. Both 
branches of Congress a id alre ady appointe d their 
Chaplains, and the eentleman was going back into 
f the chap fli y. He moved to lay 
the centleman’s speech on the table. [A laagh.| 

The CHAIR decided that Mr. Cuipman was 
wandering from the question. 

CHIPMAN said he had made no allusion 
to the chaplaincy. [Cries of “Oh!” “Oh!’] If 
the gentleman from Alabama insisted on his mo- 
tion, Mr. C. should make yo reply ; 

Mr. OL MES, of South ¢ ‘arolina, calle od Mr. 
CuipMan to order. He understood the gentleman 
was ace House of plundering the treas- 


the sul yA ct ot 


usine the 
ury. = 
Mr. CHIPMAN said he had said no such thine. 
The CHAIR decided that Mr. Crurpman, having 


heen pronounced out of order, could not proceed 


but by leave of the House. 
a havine been granted— 
Mr. CHIPMAN expressed his regret that he 


hould 1 i 


ed a member of the 


ve been misunderstood by so distinguish- 
L{ouse as the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. McConne..] 

Vir. MeCONNELL said he so very 
uished as a ec _ pig which had 
| vce d to. { Al aug 1. | 
\ MIAN, resuming, aid he had made 
no €uch charge as that of plundering the treasury. 


vas not 


much distin 


lle had me alluded to past events with a view 
of introducing a single remark on the sympathy 
professed by certain gentlemen for the orphan 
pages upon the floor. If it was proper that or- 
phans should be sustained, he would inquire whe- 
ther the treasury was an eleemosynary fund for 
that purpose? LY’ it was, then the sympathies of 
ventlemen were well placed. But it would be bet- 


hould be fully understood. 

adoption of the resolution would 
tron of the number of pages, he did 
not understand it to be legitimate to appeal to the 
Hlouse on th ts round, If these hoys were laced 
on public charity, let it be done o penly and directly 
by «entlemen who were continually addressing the 
Foune in favor of economy. His own opinion 
was, that the present patronage of the Doorkeeper 
Was Sl 


ter that that 
Admitting that t 


] 
mvoive a 


atter 


} 
reaut 


dinate officer, and he was opposed to its continu- 
ance; he would not give him any patronage what- 
ever. Let him attend simply to ‘las duty as Door- 
keeper, and then the appointment would be freed 
from impro per influences. What objection was 
there to the appointment of these two officers? 
None in the world. ‘The time of the House had 
been consumed; but why? Because gentlemen 
were sensible that patronage was improperly en- 
trusted to the Doorkeeper. It should be im the 
hands of the House, if anywhere. When centle- 
men talked so much about economy, they should 
show a little of it in their practice. ‘There waza 
wide difference between preaching and practice un- 
der certain circumstances. 
wish of the House, as a whole, that as small a de- 
mand should be made on the people’s money as 
was consistent with a right discharge of their pub- 
lic duty. Gentlemen should remember that all 
the money they voted away was ground out of the 
pockets of the people under existing laws. Then, 
while they preached, he asked them to practice. 

Mr. MORRIS moved to adjourn; on which mo- 
tion the yeas and nays being demanded and taken, 
stood as follows: Yeas 66, nays 73. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

‘The question then recurring on the motion of 

Ir. Presron Kiva, that the question be referred 
to the Committee on Accounts— 

Mr. GROVER moved that the pending motion 
be indefinitely postpone od. He stated some of the 
details respecting the employme nt of pages and 
messengers. 
went into the folding-room, and there continued 
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ich as should not be confided to any subor- | 


He believed it to be the | 


At nine o’clock in the morning they }! 


et: | Dee. O77. 


diligently ‘tighowél until the Hives met: and 
whenever the House adjourned, whether fo ; 
longer ora shorter pe riod, the duties of the fy); 
room proceeded. ‘The effect of the pr ioded 
pointment would he to exempt these perso 
employment in the folding-room at all. Let ¢! 
numbers be reduced as far as the House pleas 
such would be the result. Mr. G. had in: 
how this information could be brought before ¢\,, 
House; and he had been told 
make an application to the Clerk of the To, 
that officer furnish him with the in; 
tion. He had thereapon addressed a respeectfi| ; ' 
to the Clerk, and his own understanding was i 
that officer was not at liberty to refuse an 
and Mr. G. greatly regretied that any ci 
should have been cast upon him for the » let 
had written: he was an experienced officer 
Mr. G. a new member. If the pages wer 
longer employed in the folding-room, th: 
whole business would have to be done hy 
thousand. This did not appear to Mr. G.” 
a trifling subject. He came 
trict—a_ district which 
States officer in it, 
stituents asked 
Government in the way of patronage; but th 
was one thing they did ask, and that was, that | 
expenditures in every de partment of this Goveri- 
ment should be kept within the lowest practic; 
limits; and it was on this account that Myr. G. jd 
called on the Clerk for his report. He felt assured, 
if the House anderstood this matter, that it would 
not consent to say to its pages and messenge 
you shall be re ‘hie ved from all labor, save di Wl 
the hours in which the is In ses 
He was acquainted ith the present superin- 
tendent of the folding-room, but about him per- 
sonally he cared nothing. It had been said, indeed, 
that if he was a good and proper man, the deleva- 
tion from New York could sustain him befor 
House. Now, Mr. humble member of 
that delegation, would take the liberty of 
that, when they got up a fight here, ‘he honed 
would be for some more important matter than a 
twenty shilling per diem officer: if they ed 


mS TPom 


that, if he W 


could 


answer 


to 
from an inland ; 
never had had a United 
save a So His co 
red expected nothing » from t| 


Tiouse sion, 


G., as an 


in acontest for such officers, they would not jus 
represent their constituents. But when an 68 
explanation stated to the House that the result of 
this appointment would be to swell the expenses 
of the House from five to eight thousand dollars 
a year, he could not refuse to stand | | 
and utter his voice in opposition to it. In s 
doing, he considered himself as doing his duty, 
and the very duty which his constitueits had seus 
him here to discharge. 

His colleague [Mr. P. Kine] had suggested 
the whole subject should be referred to the Com 
mittee on Aecounts. To this Mr. had noo 
jection. Let them examine the whole subject, and 
make a full report. One gentleman had said that 
he had considered it as democratic to reduce pa 
tronage. Now, Mr. G. would yield to no gentie- 
man on that floor in devotion to democratic prit- 
ciples; but, he confessed, he had not so learn 
democracy as to maintain ‘that the people could | e 
benefited by taking away from the Doork eper | 
appointment of this twe nty-shilling officer. | he 
could corrupt any body by that, it was not one ot 
Mr. G.’s constituents: if he hoped to do anyt thing 
with them, he must offer them larger baits. Mr. 
G. was not in oe of patronage when it — be 
dispensed with; but he would put it to gentlen ” 
to say whether it comported with the dignity of 
that House to go into an election for every one 
of these little and for every messenger 
about the House. Would their constituents thank 


ages, 


' them for spending a week of the public time I 


coing through the farce of an election for each oe 
of these subordinate officers? He thought not. 
He hoped the House would act coolly in the mat- 
ter, and would not proceed to create new offices 
without having their eyes fully opened. He was 

willing that the subject should either go to a con 
mittee, or be inde finitely postponed. 

The question recurring on Mr. Kive’s motion 
to refer— 

Mr. GROVER demanded the yeas and nays, 
but the House refused to order them; and | 
question being put, the ayes were 49, the noes 53. 
No quorum having voted, the question was about 


| to be again put, when, 


On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, the House ad- 


journed. |, 





1849. 


Petitions, Memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred under the rule to-day, as follows: 

Ry Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Joseph Merrill and 15 
others, citizens of Dracut, Massachusetts, remonstrating 
against the admission of Texas as a State of this Union for 
various reasons, but especially because its constitutiou, as 
far as it can, supports and perpetuates slavery, 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition for a mail route 
from Springfield, via Pestville, Waynesville, Randolph's 
Grove, Bloomington, Hudson, and Josephine, 

Also, the petition of N,. Boilvin. iva 

By Mr. CHAPMAN, of Virginia: The petition of Mrs, 
\nna Royall, (the widow of a revolutionary soldier,) praying 
for a pension, 5 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The remonstrances of 175 men and 
111 women of Urleans county, New York, against the ad 
nission of Texas as a slave State, 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Ann Clayton, praying 
for an inerease of pension, 

Also, the petition of Samuel Bump, of Licking county, 
Olnvo, praying for a pension, sat 

By Mr. P. KING: ‘The petition of citizens of Canton, St. 
tawrence county, New York, for an increase of duty on 
coda ash, barilla, and sal soda, 

Also, the petition and protest of 35 citizens of Lowville, 
Lewis county, New York, against the admission of ‘Texas 
1 aslave State, 
4nd on Mr. K’s motion, the petition and papers of Moses 
Seyur were referred to the Committee on Revoiutionary Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The remon 
stranees of Leonard Rice and 57 males and 53 femates of 
Charlemont; also, of 28 women of Chester; also of 27 citi 
zens of Chester; also, of Thaddeus Pomeroy and 91 other 
citizens of Stockbridge; also, of Wiiham Avery and 5x 
others, citizens of Conway, Massachusetts—all against the 
admission of Texas into the Union asa slave State. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The petition ef Caroline E. Sanders, 
executrix of Wm. G. Sanders, formerly a sutier in the Uni 
ted States army, praying additional compensation for build 
ings destroyed by order of an officer of the United States 
army. Also, the petition of James Green for pension as a 
suidsbipman in the Virginia State navy from 1777 to 1781. 
\lso, the petition of John B. Wingerd for compensation for 
services in the office of First Comptroller of the Treasury. 

ty Mr. C. B. SMITH: The remonstrance of Seth Hein- 
shaw and 2066 others, citizens of the State of Indiana, against 
the admission of Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. DELANO: The petition of Roxana Moore, pray- 
jag fora pension in consideration of the services of her hus- 
band during the revolutionary war. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 29, 1845. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that the bill for the 
extension ofthe laws of the United States over 
the State of ‘Texas, and for other purposes, had 
passed the House. 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM EXECUTIVE DE- 
PARTMENTS. 

The PRESIDENT ' laid before the Senate the 
following communications: 

A report from the Secretary of War, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, show- 
ing the progress which had been made in the re- 
moval of the raft in the Red river; which was 
read, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in 
relation to the correction of errors, and completing 
the returns of the survey of township ane, south 
of range seven east, in the State of Michigan; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented the memorial of 
James L, Catheart, executor of Joseph L. Cath- 
cart, deceased, praying remuneration for losses 
Sustained by the testator in the execution of in- 
strucuons of his Government while Consul Gen- 


eral to the Barbary Powers, in 1803; which was | 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of Joseph 
H. Causten, assignee of John B. Hagan, praying 
compensation for services as Commissioner for in- 
vestigating frauds on the Creek Indians, in the 
year 1835; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of W. 
H. Hildreth praying compensation for provisions 
furnished for the use of the Sac and Fox Indians 
West of the Mississippi river; which was referred 
to the Committee on ite Affairs. 

, Mr. UPHAM presented the petition of Hannah 
Beard, widow of a deceased revolutionary soldier 


praying a pension; which was referred to the 
-ohimittee on Pensions. 
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Mr. JENNESS presented the petition of citizens 
of Durham, New Hampshire, praying for the 
adoption of measures for the amicable adjustment 
of all international difficulties which may arise: 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. ATHER’ ‘ON presented the petition of 
Reuben Mills, a revolutionary soldier, praving for 
a pension; which was referred to the Comittee 
Oh Pensions, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
pe tition of Elizabeth Sailor, widow of a deceased 
revolutionary soldier, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON pre sented the petition of 
Erskine & Eichelberger, praying the payment of 
a balance due on certain advances by them to John 
Gunter, a Cherokee Indian, for which the United 
States became bound by the treaty of 1825-6, with 
the Cherokee Indians; which was ref’ 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. DIX presented the memorial of Simith 


r 1 + 
rread to the 


’ 
Thurgar & Co., merchants in New York, praying 
the repayment of certain duties illezally exacted 
of them j y the collector of that port; which Wis 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a petition of members 
of the bar of Washington city, praying the repeal 
of the law requiring one of the judges of the cir- 
cuit court for the District of Columbia to reside 


i 





in 
Alexandria; which was referred to the Committee 
onthe Judiciary. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON presented a remonstrance 


of citizens of Maryland against the admission of 


Texas into the Union; which was laid on the table. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of 


chiefs, braves, and youne men of the united bands 
of Chippewa, Ottowa, and Pottawatemie Indians, 
praying that provision may be made in all treaties 
hereafter entered into with them, for securing to 
them the fee-simple of the reservations to which 
they may be entitled; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. McDUFFIE presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Charleston, S. C., praying the establish- 
ment in that city of a branch of the mint of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. McD. also presented the memorial of John 
Carter, of Georgetown, District of Columbia, pray- 
ing that he may be authorized by law to bring into 
said District, from the State of South Carolina, a 
slave of which he is the owner: which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted documents relating to 
the claim of Richard Elliott, a revolutionary sol- 
dier, to a pension; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CASS moved that the report of the Com- 
missioner of the Land Office be printed. ‘The mo- 
tion prevailed. 

Mr. C. also presented the following resolutions; 
which, under the rule, lie over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


fixing a period of age beyond which no officer in 
the army shall be called into active service during 
war; and if they consider such a measure expedi- 
ent, then to consider, also, the regulations proper 
to be adopted to effect the object. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 


, fairs inquire into the expediency of constructing a 


ship canal around the falls at the Sault St. Marie, 
in the State of Michigan, with a view to the mili- 
tary and naval defence of the northwestern fron- 
tier of the United States. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented, for the considera- 
tion of the Senate, the following resolutions; which, 
under the rule, lie over: 

Resolved, That the country included within the 
parallels of 42 and 54 degrees 40 minutes north 
latitude, and extending from the Rocky mountains 
to the Pacific ocean, known as the Territory of Or- 
egon, is the property, and part and parcel of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That there exists no power in this 
Government to transfer its soil, and the allegiance 
of its citizens, to the dominion, authority, control, 
and subjection of any foreign prince, state, or 
sovereignty. 

Resolved, That the abandonment or surrender of 
any portion of the Territory of Oregon would be 


/ an abandonment of the honor, the character, and 
| the best interests of the American people. 
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Mr. ASHLEY presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of Arkansas, instructine the Sen- 
ators and requesting the Representatives of that 
State in Coneress, to endeavor to procure a law 
authorizing the public lands to be sold in half: 
quarter sections to actual settlers; whch were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pubhie Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed, 

Mr. A. also presented a resolution, passed by 
the Legislature of Arkansas, instructing the Sen- 
ators and requesting the Representatives of said 
State in Congress, to endeavor to procure the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Littl Rock to Fort 
South: a mail route from Perryville to Park’s Post 
Office: amtil route from Benton to Perryville; and 
from Benton, to Warren, in Bradley county, all in 
suid State of Arkansas: which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. A. also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Arkansas, in relation to a grant of sev- 
enty-two acres of land for a seminary of learning 
it that State; which was referred to the Commut- 
ee on Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Committee on 
toads and Canals, reported without amendment 
the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ulinois, 

Mr. LIAWIS asked to be excused from serving 
as amember of the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals; which request was acceded to, no objection 
being made, 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the President 
Was empowered to nominate a Senator to fill the 
vacaney m the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
occasioned by the resi rnationjof Mr. Lewis; and 
thereupon appointed Mr. ‘Turney. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Louisiana, moved to post- 
pone the previous orders of the day for the pur- 
pose of taking upa bill which he named. 

The motion being agreed to, 

The Senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of a bill to repeal the 
act abolishing the office of Second Assistant In- 
spector General of the army; and no amendment 
being offered, the bill Was reported, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, after a very few 
remarks from Mr. BENTON and Mr. SPEIGHT 
in fivor of its passage. 

Mr. ASHLEY stated that, in consequence of 
the absence of some of the members of the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, there were not a suffi- 
cient number present to act upon the bill for the 
extension of the laws of the United States over 
the State of Texas, and for other purposes; and 
asked that a member of said committee might be 
appointed in the place of Mr. Jarnaciry. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that it would be better 
to appoint an additional member of the commit- 
tee, so as not to displace Mr. Jarnagin. 

Mr. ASHLEY aequiesced, and moved that the 
Chair make the appointment; which was agreed to. 

The CHAIR appointed Mr. Greene a member 
of said committee. 

Mr. BRIGHT reported, from the committee, 
that they had examined, and found duly enrolled, 
the resolution for the admission of the State of 
Texas into the Union. 


SAPPERS AND MINERS AND PONTONIERS. 


The Senate proceeded, as in committee of the 


whole, to the consideration of the bill to organize 


a company of sappers and miners and pontoniers; 
and no amendments being offered, the same was 
reported to the Senate; when 
Mr. BENTON said that it was very desirable 
that this bill should pass immediately; the Secre- 
tary of War had been importuned by the command- 
ing officers of the army on the frontiers for the or- 
ganization of such a company, for want of which 
men were obliged to be detached from other service 
to perform the duties which are usually performed 
by such company. 
"No amendments being offered by the Senate, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing that the bill for the exten- 
sion of the laws of the United States over the State 


ne 


‘ 
; 
. 
: 


al 


ae 


REI SS 


ei oS 


Sh ate ee rear tO 


Fea a MANERA NCO ALE ETD. 


A PN ABO ay a 


PE ESR AIEEE BEGET: AB EO 9) A 


25 








102 


of Ts Kas, an | for other PUTpPOSeS , had been Sigh d 
by the Speaker of the blouse. 


Mr. HAY WOOD, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, reported the following ** Bill to establish a 

collection district in the State of Texas, and for 

othe; PULP prose r 

A BILL to establish a collection distriet in the 
State of ‘Tex , and tor other urpos 

De it enacted by the Senate and Jlouse of R pre ent- 
a’ ri United Siate f.imerica in Congress as- 
semb c Pha tie State o I's hail | one col 
} 1 district, and the y of Ga ton the only 
port of ent . to which sha | aint | Le. 
Vel ’ Via i I la ( ( | \ a. & i r- 
pu Ch ti i port of de ery « 

Re ait furl en led j t ) for tl} 
di tof Texa ‘ ted 
thie Pre dl { } ‘ ‘ . a ‘ 
Senate ¢ e United > ) l hold J 
er ! ma thy rin e ft ( dl 
by law for the hke o ris t) hie 
suid « miector mn ! il yol Galvyve j 

] he 1 bie ‘ | t ‘ 
two thie d ¢ { { tive 
{ i ved \ \ | 
| in any ¢ ve { ‘ } 

‘ two Luot mid €a | fou j 
paid into the t ye 1 Stat 

BR t further ¢ t ! | { I ‘ i I 
t! c fi l mort at ery . > \ l . 
Vel » Ma rita, ¢ ello, La Vaca, and Co; 
pra ( j | “ ‘ | | \ ‘ | ‘ ‘ o 
with the eon tof ~ ‘ e United State 
who shall hold their o esyy ely upon t 
terni uid { t| tine pore ed by iw lor ‘ 
like offi mo ra i "| id ry 
sha | be entitled ¢ »ptoa vary not exe ed 0 
tho ind dollars, includ Yin that i tine ‘ 
lowed by law: and the amount collected by any of 
the said surveyors in any one year t feos exceed 
ing the said sum of one thousand dolla Hhoboe 


accounted for and paid into the treasury of the 
United States. 

"The } i}] havi been re ud iwice, 

Mr. HAYWOOD asked for the third 


of the bill this day. 


Mr. DAVIS expre sed a desire to have the bill 
printed; but declined to pone this, if the Senate 
shoul! unanimously avree to its third reading at 


this time. 

Mr. ARCHER stated, as an tnducement to the 
Senate to pass the bill without delay, that he 
derstood that a messenrer would | ave the 
morrow morning for Texas, and it w 
able that this 


uh- 
city lo- 


is very desir- 
! 1 1 1 as 
bill should be transmitted by him, 


in order timat its provisions micht be carried into 


effect without delay. For the protection of the 
revenue, it was important that the bill 
expedited in its passage, and he 
read a third time to-day. 

Mr. DAVIS, for the information of the Senate 
stated that the bill simply provided for one collec- 


tion district for the State, with tor to reside 


hould be 


hope d il would be 


a 
1 Corie 


: - ; rm: ] ae ao 
tt Gealveston., his was thoucht to be expedient. 


} nian ad ial . Lae ‘mak at 
Ahe city of Galveston was merely a port of entry, 
the State; and 


1ces ports of ae 


and the only one within it was 
deemed prop rto make other p! 
livery. The whole organization was this: 
collector, to reside at Galveston, and five survey- 
ors at the ports of delivery—exclusively of the 
right of the collector to appoint certain officers for 
the collection of the revenue and 
glinge. 


to prevent smug- 
He saw no objection to the general fea 
tures of the bill, as far as his judgment went. 
Whether or not they were very well-informed on 
the subject, the organization was very simple, and 
to him seemed to meet the emergencies which ex- 
sted for the collection of the revenue, until better 
information could be obtained. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON wished to make a single 
inquiry. If he understeod the bill as it had been 
read, there was a provision that the collector shall 
be entitled to, at least, the sum of two thousand 
dollars, 

Mr. DAVIS. Not at least, but at most. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, Ve ry well; but entitled 
to two thousand dollars. Whatever the amount 
of the fees m Ly be, the collector was to receive two 
thousand doliars, and each surveyor a thousand 
dollars, His inquiry of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr, Davis] was this: Whether it was 
not unusual to fix the salary of the collector at two 
thousand dollars, and that of the surve yors at a 
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thousand? Uf unusual, why hada provision been 
made different from that for other collectors and 
urveyors? 


Vir. DAVIS replied, that the proposition might 


be judicious or injudicious. It was not very easy 
to determine precisely what amount of fees was 
likely to be received until they knew something of 
the trade. Not being well-informed, not haying 
| it miormation, the committee ‘scemed fully 
withorized to act decisively; they thought it the 
better way to give the officers a reasonable com- 
pensation. and make it certain to them. If « xpe- 
rievee shall show that a dificerent arrangement 
d be entered into, it would be, as a matter 
f cour At present, they did not deem the 
uartes un n e. ‘The y suppose d that in the 
wi of & ports Important duties must de- 
voive; and it w , therefore, the opinion of the 
( 1 the collector should receive two 
thi nd dojlars, and t officers at the ports of 
t ‘ ind doll Ss. Vhe reneral law, he 
ed, autnorized collectors to receive hot cX- 

ceed thousand della 


lr, HUNTINGTON. If the 


fees amount to 


lr, DAVIS d, what the amount of fees would 
le iv one of t ep they could not deter- 
une. If the trade should prove ereat as it 
wi | n heretofore, the fees would exceed two 
i "The probability, however, was 
thi that the revenne would diminish, as the en- 
tri had, to a mall extent, been from foreien 
) Cs: . y eXaminine several statistical 
statements, ti was asceertamed that the entries were 
chiefly f \ e United States. And therefore 
the probability was that the revenue would rather 
diminish than increase. "The committee considered 
the provision as an experiment, and the salaries 
not unreasonable under the circumstances. { 
Ag ive was received from the House of 
Reyore ttatives, by their Clerk, that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had affixed his signature 
to the joint resolution for the admission of ‘Texas 
into the Union. : 
Several me res in Writing were received from 


the President of the United States. 
‘ i 


The Senate then went lito an Executive session. 
' therein, the doors were 


Limne Sp nt 


pet ed: WwW he n 
“The bill to establish a collection district in the 
State of Texas, and for other purposes, was read 
a third time, and passed. 
‘Lhe Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 29, 1845. 
The Journal « f Saturday was read and approved. 
On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the memortal of 
the Levislature of the Territorv of Arkansas, ask- 
ing an appropriation for the construction of a road, 





which memorial had heretofore been referréd to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
was withdrawn from that committee, and referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The SPEAKER announced the recular order of 
business to be the resolution relating to the elec- 
tion of a superintendent and assistant of the folding- 
room. : , 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose of calling the commit- 
tees tor reports. 

Mr. TIBBATTS requested Mr. BrinkerHorr 
so to modify his motion as to provide for the intro- 
duction of bills of which notice had been gfven, 
and of notices of leave to introduce bills. 

And Mr. McDOW ELL suggested to Mr. Brinx- 
ernorr further to modify his motion so as to in- 
clude resolutions of instruction to committees. 

‘The motion was modified accordingly. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
yeas 54, nays 34; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved that there bea 
call of the House; which motion was rejected. 


The question was then again taken by tellers, 


and the vote stood—yeas 64, nays 47. 


So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the | 


rules were not suspended. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 

The 
regular order of the day—the motion to proceed to 
the election of a superintendent of the folding-room, 
pursuant to the order of the 19th instant. 


FOLDING-ROOM. | 
House resumed the consideration of the | 





Dec. 29, 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr. p 
Kine, pending at the adjournment on the 27th ;,,, 
stant, that the whole subject be referred | 
standing Committee on Accounts, to report 
ther the election of a superintendent of the fold 
room will increase the expenses of the H;, 
and, if so, how much; as, also, the effect w 
the change from the present system would ja 
on the business of the House and the convey) 
of the members. 

Mr. BOWLIN inquired what would be ; 
effect of the previous question, if now moved: 

The CHAIR answered that, under a decision o¢ 
the House meade at the present session, it wo “y 
off the motions to refer and postpone, and by 
the House to a direct vote on the TROON to y : 
ceed to the election. ; 

Mr. BOWLIN. 
vious question. 

Mr. MecDOWELL moved the previous « 


ton, 


G. 


Then I do not move th: re 


It was not seconded, only twenty 
3 rising in favor of it. 


Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved that the y 


t 


subject be laid on the table. The que 
decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, 
lows: ; 
YEAS—Messrs. John Quiney Adams. A . 
son, Benton, James Black, James A. Black. | he 


ard, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Butin: 
Burt, Cabell, Colin, Cranston, Cullom, Cummi 
Dargin, Darragh, De Mott, Dixon, Dunlap, Fa, 
Kicklin, Gentry, ¢ uddines, Giles, Goodyear, Gor 
don, Grover, Henley, Hough, Sam’l D. Hubb 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Inversoll, 
Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kennedy, Presty 
Kine, Lawrence, Ligon, Maclay, MeCler 
MeCrate, McKay, Barclay Martin, Moulton, Niy- 
en, Norris, Rathbun, Reid, Russell, Sean 
Alexander D. Sims,'Thomas Smith, Robt. Si 
Stanton, Stephens, Strone, James Vhom é 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wood 
Yell, and Yost—6z. 

NAYS—Measrs. Abbott, Stephe n Adams, Ar- 
nold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bedinger, Boyd, Milton 
Brown, Chase, ¢ ‘hipman, ¢ ‘obb, Cocke, Coll 
Crozier, Culver, Cunningham, Garrett LD: 
Jetferson Davis, Delano, Dobbin, Dockery, | 
Graham, Hamlin, Haralson, Harper, Herrick, £ 
B. Holmes, Hopkins, John W. Houston, George 
S. Houston, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Daniel P. Kine, Leib, Lew 
Lumpkin, McConnell, McDowell, McGaughey 
McHenry, Marsh, J. P. Martin, Parish, Payne, 
Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Relfe, Roberts, Julius 
Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Severaice, 
Leonard H. Simms, Simpson, Truman Smith, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, ‘T 
bodeaux, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, Tibba: 
Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Win- 
throp, and Woodworth—76. 

So the House, for the third time, refused to lay 
the subject on the table. 

The question was then taken (by tellers) on the 
motion to refer to the Committee on Accounis, 
and decided in the negative—59 to 82. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr 
Grover to postpone indefinitely. 

Mr. GROVER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the whole subject be 
referred to a Select Committee, and that in the 
mean time the election of a superintendent be 
postponed. 

Mr. McK. said that he had not looked into this 
matter, and was not prepared to say whether the 
arrangement proposed would or would not in- 
crease the expenditure of the House. He thought, 
however, that it was very likely that it would. 
The folding was now executed by the pages and 
messengers belonging to this House, and if it was 
withdrawn from their hands it must, of course, 
create great additional expense. aE ee 

But there was another fact connected with this 
business of folding the documents which demant- 
ed serious attention, and called for immediate a°- 
tion on the part of the House. He had been told 
by the Postmaster General that on all documents, 
speeches, messages, or whatever else was folded 


VIS, 


| for members of this House, ina particular manner, 


postage was charged and collected, and this though 
they might have been franked by the members. 
The report of the Clerk stated that four millions 
and a half of bundles, besides the franked letters 
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had gone from that room in one year. On all 
; millions of packages, if folded in a particular 
mer, so as to be legally included as letters, let- 
7 was charged by the department, and 
shis amount, being paid by Government, created a 
charve upon the treasury of more than half a mil- 


hese 


pia 
ter postage 


ij of dollars. Uniess some legislation was had 
) the subject, this charge must continue. Surely 
,eentleman could desire such a state of things to 
ntinue an hour longer. He desired, therefore, 
th ' the whele subject should be looked into by a 
select committee. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that hitherto he had taken 
no part in this debate. Indeed, it had appeared to 
him passing strange that there should be a diver- 

tv of opinion as to the practical operation of so 

dple a resolution as that which had been adopted 

y the House respecting the election of officers 
+) superintend the foldine-room attached toe this 
House. ‘The question was so perfectly simple 


chat there seemed to be no room left for any dif- | 


ference of opinion in regard to it. All it did was 
+o cive to the House itself the appointment of two 
oficers who, under the present arrangement, were 

winted by the Doorkeeper. ‘This was what it 

| and all it did. How it was possible that a re- 
solution like that could involve great additional 
expense was to him quite incomprehensible. ‘The 
«wo individuals now occupying the place might be 
reappoiated for aught Mr. H. cared. Those who 
introduced and those who had supported the reso- 

tion meant that this should be its effect, viz. that 
the House should apnoint instead of the Door- 
keeper: and this was all they meant. Who had any 
thought of dismissing these little pages from their 
employment, or of removing any of the messen- 

rs who were now employed in the folding-room ? 
Nobody, so far as he knew or believed. ‘The con- 
struction which had been put upon the resolution 
by certain gentlemen was a forced construction, 
uid not the natural and legitimate meaning of it. 
Did gentlemen know what was the amount of the 
present patronage of the Doorkeeper of this House? 
If he was correctly informed, it was not less than 
6100,000. How was this large patronage dispens- 
ed? He could not say, for he had never particu- 
larly inquired. And, indeed, the Doorkeeper was 
not so much to blame fer the removals he had 


made, or the manner in which he had filled the va- | 


cancies created. The fault did not lie with him. 
The evil was here upon this floor. The real evil 
was the intermeddling of members of Congress 
with this officer in the discharge of his duty. This 
was the true source of all the difficulty. 
Doorkeeper was in fault at all, it was in that he 
yielded too readily to the improper interference of 
others. Let those take the responsibility to whom 
it justly belonged. Let there be no more log-roll- 
ing. Let not gentlemen any longer be saying to 
the officer, You shall have the vote of such and of 
such a delegation on condition that you will ap- 
point as a messenger this and that individual. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, here interposed 
to ask Mr. H. a question. From the remarks of 
that gentleman, it would seem that he must have 


If the | 


been acquainted with all that had passed—he seem- | 


ed to know very much about it: and as the gen- 
“eman was privy to so much, Mr. H. would like, 
for himself and for the House, to know a little 


ore about this corruption. He wanted larger in- 


formation on this matter. 


Mr. HOPKINS said, if the House wished to go | 


ito an inquiry of that sort, let it appoint a special 
committee, and they would get at the facts. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, then he was for a special 
committee forthwith. 

Mr. HOPKINS resumed. 
obs rve that a very improper prejudice seemed to 
ve entertained in some quarters against the present 
Doorkeeper of the House. Mr. H. was unwilling 


He was sorry to | 


to see that officer made the butt for these unmerited | 


attacks. 
e 
ol 


hi 


Mr. H. had had no connexion with him 
any sort, nor had he held any conversation with 


lim. Yet he believed that he had been interfered 
With. 

But, be that as it might, what had all this to do 
with the fact stated by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, or his wish for a select committee to in- 
quire about postage? If any improper charge was 
inade by the Post Office Department, it was not 
the fault of the Doorkeeper. If fault there was, 


it was the fault of the House, and it would con- 


unas to whom he should appoint, or who had |! 
exerted any personal or improper influence over | 


we 
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tinue until it should be remedied by law. Every 
document folded as a letter had been charged with 
letter postage; and some documents had been 
charged as high as four dollars; but what had this 
to do with the election of the superintendent of the 
folding room? Nothing the House shou!d do about 
this election would remedy or in any way atlect 
this evil. The Doorkeeper had received no in- 
struction from. the 
be tolded. 
that letter postage was charged on any document 
folded under his direction. The House had the 
remedy in its hands—it must be remedied by legis- 
lation, and not by quarreling 


omeer, 


House how documents should 
Nor did he probably know or suspect 


with the subordinate 
tle hoped this whole subje t would be 
confided to a committee: and that that committee 
would be charged to extend their inquiries beyond 
the folding-room, and would look tiie and report 
on this whole subject of subordinate patronage. Lt 
had increased, was increasing, and 
duced. But Mr. H. had no complamt to make 
against the Doorkeeper as to the manner in which 
it had been exercised; and from all he knew of 
that officer, he was induced to believe that he 
would vreatly thank the House if it would take the 
burden off his hands. 

Mr. HOUSTON said that as the gentleman from 
Virginia had made a pretty strong msinuation re- 


oucht to be re- 


Spectin r imprope r interference on the part of mem- 
bers with the Doorkeeper, as to his subordinate 
appointments, he thought the ntleman oucht to 
speak rieht out and say what the interference was, 
and who had been concerned in it. For himself 
he had never recomnite nded any one, as fur as he 
recollected, save on one occasion, when he be- 
lieved he had signed a paper, along with other 
vrentlemen, in behalf of one of the little pages. He 
had always refused to interfere in the matter, 
believing that the officer ought to be left to the in- 
dependent discharge of his own duties. For the 
manner in which he discharged them he was re- 
sponsible to the House; and if he failed to do it, 
the House ought to see that it was done or to dis- 
charge him. Mr. H. was entirely willing and ready 
to go into an investigation of any improper conduct 


either on his part or on that of any other officer of 


the House. But he was opposed to the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, |Mr. 
MeKay,] because it confounded together in one 
reference two subjects entirely different from each 
other, and whi h, if referred at all, ought to go to 
two separate committees. ‘The matier of postage 
ought to be sent to the Committee on the Post 
Office, and that in regard to patronage to a select 
committee. 

Mr. McK AY here rose to say that the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office had the subject already un- 
der consideration, and perhaps would report a bill 
amending, or else explaining the bill of last ses- 


| sion, if they thought the law itself should not be 


altered. But what Mr. McK. had mainly intend- 
ed to suggest was, that directions should be given 
as to a change in the present manner of folding the 
documents. So long as they continued to be fold- 
ed in the manner of letters, letter postage would 
continue to be charged upon them. 

Mr. HOPKINS wished to state that a different 
mode of folding would subject them only to the 
ostage charged upon newspapers. 

Mr. HOUSTON resumed. In this view of the 
subject he would not object that the select commit- 
tee should have charge of both subjects. He had 
supposed that the object of the gentleman was to 
have this select committee prepare a modification 
of the post office law, or an explanatory act. — 

Mr. H. went on to say that he was entirely 
opposed to extending the patronage of the Door- 
keeper or any other officer. On the contrary, he 


| was always ready to restrict it as far as he could. 


3ut he would not vote for aresolution drawn up 
in so indefinite and loose a manner as that moved 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,] 
which prescribed no mode or form of discharging 
the duty of the new office. As it stood, it define d 
nothing; it was utterly devoid of everything like 


system. He presumed the gentleman from Ten-' 


nessee, [Mr. Joxes,} who had introduced the 
resolution, did not know himself whether the new 
plan would increase or diminish the public ex- 
penditure. Mr. H. was willing the House should 
have these officers, if it desired them; but he was 
not willing they should go on to act blindfold. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Horxins] could 
not for his life see how an election of superintend- 
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ent and assistant superintendent of the folding- 
rodm would increase the expenses of the House, 
bseause, as he said, these would not be new offi- 
cers: but certainly the result would be the crea- 
tion of two entirely new offices and of two new 
ofticers_to fill them, without taking from the con- 
trol and employment of the Doorkeeper those now 
under him. ‘The House left all these in employ- 
ment, and went on to elect two others besides. 
W ould this create no new expense? 


But suppose 
the House should remedy that, still the new plan 
would create collision and confusion between the 
As the mat-~ 
soon as the House ceased to be 
} £ ; m.: 1} 
ssion, both before it sat and after it adjourned, 
the messener 


two officers and their subordinates. 
ter now stood, es 
in sé 
rs and paves, as soon as they could 
be spared from the Hall, were despatehed into the 
tolding-reom. If, then, we had the foldine-room 

a separate department, and its superinte ndent 
should come and apply to the Doorkeeper for some 
of his hands, the latter would very naturally re- 
fuse to detail them from under his own control, 
and would probably answer that he had enough 
for them to do in the Hall, or elsewhere. This 
was the natural course of things. The authorities 
would interfere, and be prepetually coming into 
collision. ‘lhe fair inference from what had been 
said by gentiemen who were in favor of the elee- 
tion was, that if new hands were to be employed 
in the foldine-room, ss , 
engers were 


me of the pages and mes- 
Hall. 
the only way to keep 
prevent a large 


c to be dispensed with m the 
"This certainly would be 
| aurmentation of ex- 
Kach departinent oucht to have its own 
forces, and have the 


peace and 
pense, 
exclusive control of them. 
‘The gentleman from Virginia had asked, who ever 
thought of reducine the number of page 3? But 
the number, or their pay, must be reduced, or the 
expenses of the 1 tuse increased, He hoped a 
committee would examine the whole subjeet, and 
report fully and speedily to the House: then they 
would have data to go upon; but he w as 
opposed to proceeding to the election of new ofh- 
cers under a resolution which contained not a 
word as to their duties, nor proposed any feasible 
plan for performing them. 

Mr. RA'TILBUN said he would take the liberty 
of suggesting to the mover of the resolution that 
the committee also be directed to inquire whether 
any improper or corrupt influence had been used 
or attempted, on the part of any member or other 
person, with a view to affect the action of the Door- 
keeper in his appointments. 

Mr. HOUSTON, resuming, said that if there 
really had been any improper interference and tam- 
pering with the Doorkeeper, he, for one, should 
feel rather ashamed that it should be broucht to 
light. [A laugh.] He had himself had nothing 
to do with any such proceeding, either since or be- 
fore the election of that officer; and unless it was 
very outrageous and undeniable, he had rather it 
should not be exposed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he should vote for 
the resolution of the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. McKay,] because he desired, if practi- 
cable, to retrench the expenditures of the House. 
He had not been in favor of the resolution moved 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. G. W. 
Jones,] because he believed it to have been based 
quite as much on a mere personal object as on any 
regard for the public good. He had ever believed 
that this whole movement originated rather in a 
desire to get a blow at the Doorkeeper, than in any 
view of accommodating the public service. 

Mr. BOYD here rose and said that his motive 
had not been personal, nor could be, because, as 
he had repeatedly stated, when he went for the re- 
solution he did not know the man who had received 
the appointment. His sole purpose had been to 
effect, if possible, a better arrangement of the busi- 
ness in the folding-room. . 

Mr. McCLERNAND resumed. So much for 
the explanation of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
to all which he had nothing to say. He had risen 
not to discuss the subject, but to say a few words 
in vindication of the Doorkeeper, and to perform 
a duty which he owed him from the relation sub- 
sisting between that gentleman and himself. He 
had had nothing to do with the exercise of the pa- 
tronage confided to that officer, whether before his 
election to office or since; but he knew him well, 
and he knew him to be an honorable, high-minded 
man, and utterly incapable of contamination or 
corruption from influences such as had been insin- 
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nated in an indirect and side-bar way by some gen- 
tlemen here. If gentlemen meant or knew of any- 
thing of the kind, let them not skulk behind innu- 
endoes and side-bar insinuations, but let them come 
out in an open and manly manner—let them bring 
forward something explicit, something tangible. 
This would be more manly conduct than to de- 
stroy a man’s character by insinuations. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Horxins] 
had alluded to some ** unfortunate’? removals and 
appointments made by the Doorkeeper. Mr. McC, 
was ignorant of any such. But he rather appre- 
hended that if a committee should be allowed to 
investigate the whole matter to the bottom, it 
would be found*that the real offence of the Door- 
keeper lay more in his refusal to make certain ap- 
pointine nts than the removals he had made. His 
sin was that he had not accommodated everybody, 
but had exercised his right like an independent 
man. If any improper miterference had been at- 
tempted, let it be known; and if he had been guil- 
ty of any impropriety of conduet, let him be rep- 
rimanded as he deserved. But, without adducing 
any taneible charge, to de stroy aoman by INSUA- 
tions was unmanly and ungenerous. And gentle- 
men did themselves and the House as much injus- 
tice as they did this officer—quite as much, and 
more. Mr. MeC. knew him to be above all such 
influences. He had no connexion with him in re- 
lation to any part of his official conduct; but he felt 
it due to the man to say thus much in his vindica- 


tion. 

He concluded by moving the previous question; 
but shortly after consented to withdraw the motion 
at the request of 

Mr. HENLEY, who said he felt unwilling this 
rery great and weighty question should as yet be 
withdrawn from debate. When subjects of this 
serious magnitude were under discussion, Mr. H. 
felt anxious to take a hand. [A laugh.] ‘This (he 
unde rstood ) Was a question of econonmiy—a ques- 
tion of retrenchment, and as he, too, professed to 
go for retrenchment, he wanted to have a hand in 
it was true, 
small difference 


so solemn a discussion. Fle feared, 
that there might be found some 
between profession and practice in that matter, 
He feared this, but did not charee it. No: on the 
contrary, he congratulated himself and the House 
and the country on the rapid progress the House 
was making. — 
bly recollected, had been one of their doctrines at 
the stump. They had told the people what exX- 
travagant fellows their opponents were, and how 
they would reform and retrench if the people would 
only just put them into power. Well, the people 
had done so: yet now, somehow or other, the 
people—| though it seemed in the eyes of certain 
genUemen quite demagogical to talk about the peo- 
ple; yet he could not help, once in a while, re- 
membering that there was such a thing in this 
country as the people; and, more than that, that it 
was the people of his district who had honored 
him with a seat on this floor, which was a great 
honor, indeed, for one like him; ay, and that they 
had some expectations from him in consequence )— 
the people had somehow got it into their head that 
there was a good deal of extravagance here at 
Washington. The Whig party had told them so 
in 1840, and the Democratic party had at sundry 
times told them so since. In consequence of tus 
their eyes had been turned with some eagerness on 
that House and its doings. And what had they 
That House had now been a month in ses- 
sion, and out of that month it had spent a week in 
n discussion about the election of two messengers? 
‘es, a week on the all-important question whether 
two messengers occupied in folding documents 
should be appointed by the House of Representa- 
lives or by its Doorkeeper ! They were Ct rtainly 
getting on rapidly. The country, from such a 
specimen, could not but be looking to them with 
great and raised expectations. ‘There was one 
gentleman from Kentucky, long famous in this 
House as a great leader in public economy, and 
then there was a gentleman from Tennessee who 
had shown his zeal for retrenchment in the matter 
of furnishing the President’s House; and there 
were several other gentlemen, almost if not quite 
equals of these, leading off in great style in de- 
fence of the public purse. Certainly the country 
had reason to be proud of them. The House had 
had many creat speeches, too, on this dec p sub- 
ject; but though these had been listened to with 
wach thrilling interest and such profound stillness, 


Retrenchment, as gentlemen proba- 


scene 
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| the body had not even yet been able to come to a 
decision on the momentous point. When it would 
be decided he did not presume to predict; but 
when it was—when at last the resolution should 
have been carried out—what was the amount of 
retrenchment that the labors of these gentlemen 
would have accomplished? ‘The addition of 35,000 
to the expenses of the House? ‘This was the way 
they were getting along. Now he had all along 
been for retrenchment; hegwas known as a re- 
trenchment man; but he confessed he had never 
known til now that retrenchment meant an in- 
crease of the public expenditures, 

But seriously: Was not this a ridiculous and a 
disvraceful scene to be exhibited before this na- 
tion? ‘l'o debate for a week together whether the 
House or its Doorkeeper should have the appoint- 

ment of two messengers! The eentlemen were all 

disinterested—most perfectly disinterested. They 
all went for principle. ‘The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Boyp| did not know the man who 
was in—not he; and the gentleman from ‘Tennes- 
see [Mr. Jones] did not know him; and there was 


the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hopkis,] he | 


did not care a fig for him, ‘They all must certain- 
ly have been acting and talking from the very 
purest motives, and so they had debated the mat- 
ter for a whole week. 

But what was the duty of the House? If there 
had been abuse in the exercise of an official trust, 
how were they to wet at it? 
lution of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
MeKay.] ‘Vhat gentleman had shown that this 
was a matter which this House, as a House, was 
incapable and unfit to examine into. ‘Then leta 
committee livestigate It. 

As to the corruption, and the bargains, and the 
log-rolling, which had been alluded to, Mr. H. did 
not know whether there were just grounds for 
such a charge. Mr. H. was comparatively green 
here. ‘The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Hop- 
Kins} was an old member, and knew probably 
all about these Intritues. Mr. H. was new, and 
never had been initiated, He thought the prac- 
tices, if they did exist, should be examined into; 
yet, like the gentleman from Alabama, {Mr. 
liox sron,] he should feel rather reluctant they 
should come out before the world. If they were 
not notoriously true, it would perhaps be better for 
the Democratic party to keep the thine within 
themselves, [roars of laughter,] at least for a litle 
while. [Increased merriment. } 

lt had been said that the Doorkeeper had made 
some improper removals 5 Possibly he had. Mr. 
H. knew that some gentlemen were much dissatis- 
fied. But, for his own part, if the Doorkeeper had 
removed-every single man Mr, H. wanted to keep 
in, he never should think of complaining of him 
for it. He had heard great complaint of the case 
of one individual, who had been put out afier 
having been here as a messenger some seven or 
eight years. Now, that was precisely in accord- 
ance with the doctrine Mr. H. had always con- 
tended for. More than that. It was the very 
doctrine which these complaining gentlemen were 
themselves trying hard to get the President to act 
on, and Mr. H. hoped they would succeed, too. 
[A laugh.] If that was al! the Doorkeeper had 
done, there was surely no corruption in that. 

He hoped no more of the public time would be 
wasted on such a matter as this. For his own 
part, he did not care who the man appointed, 
only let there be an end of this debate. tare he 
sat down, he must, however, in justice, correct 
one mistake. It had been extensively reported 
that this officer had appointed the son of one of 
the members of the House in one of the subordi- 
nate stations in the House. 
Doorkeeper did not even know the son of that 
member. 


Mr. PAYNE rose to offer buta solitary remark, | 


and he would not have taken any part in the dis- 


cussion did he not perceive that this debate was | 


taking a wrong direction. It seemed pretty gene- 
rally to be supposed there was some dissatisfaction 
with the Doorkeeper for the course he had-pursued ; 
and that this was the ground of the proposal for 
the Housc to elect these new officers. Now, Mr. P. 


By adopting the reso- | 


It was not so: the | 


could declare upon his honor that no such consid- | 


eration weighed in the smallest degree with him in 
this matter. All his appointments might not have 


been the very best possible; but that was not the 
reason Mr. P. was for giving the appointments in 
question to the House. 


From the nature of thing s 
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it was impossible that the Doorkeeper of that Hall 
could give the necessary attention to superintendins 
the folding-room. He had heard at a former go. 
sion loud complaints that when Democratic mey, 
bers of the House sent to the folding-room Deyo. 
cratic speeches and documents, Whig speechey 
were put into the same envelopes, and thus the 3 
sent under their frank Whig documents into (}), f 
districts instead of such as were Demoeras) 
[Much laughter.] They had purchased one sort or 
matter to enlighten their constituents, and gate, 
directly of an opposite kind had been slipped into 
the envelopes! ‘This evil ought to cease; and ther, 
ought to be some one strietly to overlook the pa ome 
and others engaged in folding, to see that member. 
got documents of the right sort. [A laugh. ] 

As to the Doorkeeper, his modesty and vent}, 
manly bearing had commended him to Mr. P.’s ye. 
card. And as toa war on these little orphan paves 
no such feeling actuated his bosom. Whethe, 
these boys were the sons of widows Mr. P, did 
not know. ‘They came here, as he understood 
from various States, bemg brought on by member. 
from their own districts. But if the object in thei 
appointment was charity—if they were selected jy 
order to reheve suffering humanity, he thought 
they should be taken from this immediate Dj.- 
trict. 

And as to the remarks of the gentleman froy, 
North Carolina, [Mr. MeKay,] he could not fo 
his life see the least degree of connexion between 
them and the subject, or indeed between them and 
the gentleman’s own motion. [A laugh.] Wha: 
connexion was there between the post office law 
and the election of a superintendent of the tolding- 
room? ‘The charge of letter postage on documents 
was avery good reason for amending the yx 
office law; and if the gentleman would lend his 
creat influence to having that odious law amended, 
he would find Mr. P. side by side with him in 
such an attempt. In fact, the whole law should 
be repealed: it was a most odious and abominal)| 
statute. But what that had to do with the foldi 
room he could not divine. He should vote agains 
the reference to a committee, and in favor of goiny 
immediately into the election. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved the previous ques 
tion; but, on learning from the Chair that, if’ s« 
conded, it would cut off the motion to refer with 
instructions, he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McKAY modified his motion for a sel 
committee so as to provide— 

**'T'o which shall be referred the resolution pro- 
‘posing to elect a superintendent of the foldi 
‘ room and an assistant, with instructions to inquir 
‘ whether any and what retrenchment can be mad 
‘in the contingent expenses of the House, and pai 
‘ticularly whether any and what changes can | 
‘made in the existing regulations of the folding 
*of documents.”’ 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES now got the floor, 
and was about to speak; when 

Mr. MeCONNELL asked him to wait one mo 
ment while he could inquire what compensation 
these little pages received per diem. 

Mr. JONES, declining to yield the fioor, pro- 
ceeded. When up on a former day, he had assur- 
ed the House that he did not know who occupied 
the place when he moved that impgrtant resolution 
which had given rise to the present debate. Le 
now could go further: he could even say that le 
had not then even spoken to the Doorkeeper on the 
subject. It was, perhaps, possible he might hav« 
signed some petitions presented to him on behalf 
of individuals—he might have done so—he could 
not say that he had, or that he had not—he might 
have signed some; but he had not spoken to the 
Doorkeeper in behalf of any individual. 

But he had risen on the present occasion chi ly 
with a design of offering a few observations in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Indiana over the way, 
|Mr. Hencery,] with a view to correct a misrepre- 
sentation. ‘The gentleman had made the House @ 
speech on economy and retrenchment, in which the 
gentleman had told them that heretofore he had 
thought himself an economist and an advocate ot 
retrenchment. This all must know who were 
members of the last Congress; for he was sure 
they had all heard it at least a thousand times. 
But where lay the responsibility in the present 
case? If an unnecessary debate had consumed the 
time of the House, who was responsible for It‘ 
Mr. J. had himself been the author of the resolu- 
tion that the House proceed to the election of a 














superintendent and assistant superintendent of the 
folding-room. He had had the honor of offering 
that resolution, and a majority of the House had 
adopted it. Mr. J. had then moved that this 
House do proceed to the election. — But crentlemen 
had seen fit to ey him, and different motions 
had been made. # nd what had been the fate of 
these motions, directed as they were against the 
motion Mr. J. had had the honor to propose ? 
They all—yes, all—had been voted down. One 
after another they had been voted down. Yet gen- 
tlemen could now turn round and argue against Mr. 
}. himself, and those who had supported his two 
successive motions on that floor, as guilty of a 
waste of the public time. But what? Wasa ma- 
jority of the House of Representatives not to carry 
‘ut its own will? If a minority on that floor dis- 
turbed the course of that will, were the majority 
answerable for it? He thought not. Had gentle- 
men gone into the election as he (Mr. J.) had had 
ihe honor to propose, he presumed they might have 
elected both these officers in an hour’s time. He 
presumed they might; possibly it might have taken 
a littlelonger. Judging from every vote yet given, 
Mr. J. was pursuaded a majority of the House was 
still in favor of going into this election. Mr. J. 
must express his solemn dissent from the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. 
MeKay.] He was still for going into the election. 
After this should have been done, and these officers 
should have been chosen, then let gentlemen refer 
the whole subject to a select committee, Who should 
inquire into all the rules proper to be adopted, and 
all the abuses, if any, which had occurred, and 
also what retrenchments could be effected in the 
expenditures of this House. When retrenchment 
was proposed, Mr. J. was ever ready to go as far 
as he who went farthest. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, was in favor of the 
reference proposed, because he believed the ar- 
rangements of the folding-room, as they now ex- 
isted, were better than any which could be substi- 
tuted for them. He, too, went for retrenchment, 
and he must say, from what he had seen since he 
had had a seat here, he believed the House ought 
to abolish this folding-room establishment alto- 
vether. Let gentlemen pay for their own docu- 
ments and for having them folded. He was will- 

«to pay for his. It was time that the House 
should dispense with all expenditures but such as 
were absolutely necessary. Mr. 8. believed that 
at the last session he had sent away as many doc- 
uments as most gentlemen in the House, and he 
was willing to have them folded at his own ex- 
He had personally examined the opera- 
tions in the folding-room, and he believed if the 
hoys there were interrogated, they would say he 
was their friend. He entertained no hostility 
against them. He had examined the room again 
this session, and he could say that, in his opinion, 
t never had been conducted so well. 

Mr. S. was inclined to take the charitable view 
of the course of gentlemen who had been for elect- 
ing new officers. They acted, as he believed, from 
ivelines of kindness towards those who had not 
obtained places, and not from any personal hostil- 
yto the Doorkeeper. That gentleman was an 
ionorable and high-minded man, and one to whom 
no one dare propose what was dishonorable. And 
\Ir. S. thought the House could have more confi- 
lence in the appointments of an officer who was in 
this Hall constantly before their own eyes, than 
they could in those of a superintendent in the room 
low. He believed, by-the-by, that not one mem- 
erin ten knew whereabouts in this vast building 
‘ie folding-room was. As to Whig documents 
having been sent wickedly in Democratic districts, 
‘might have been done formerly, but no such 
charge had been made the present session. He 
Was opposed to turning out the present meritorious 

‘imbents, lest the world should think them 
culty of some misdemeanor. He went for the 
reference the more cheerfully, as, knowing: the 


pense, 


th 


Mn McKar,] he knew thmt gentleman would 
‘ve retrenchment if had it could be; he went in 
‘verything for the most rigid economy. He 
‘nought it no more than was due to these humble 
es and messengers to give them a committee of 
‘nquiry. If they or the Doorkeeper had done 
W rong Mr. S. was ready to award the merited 
punishment, 


Mr. McKAY then modified his motion to refer to 


elect committee by adding thereto the following : 


aracter of the gentleman who had moved it, | 
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**'To which shall be referred the resolution pro- 
‘posing to elect a superintendent of the folding- 
‘room and an assistant, with instructions to inquire 
‘whether any and what retrenchment can be made 
‘in the contingent expenses of the House, and par- 
‘ucularly whether any and what changes can be 
‘made in the existing regulations of the folding of 
‘documents.’ 


Mr. McCONNELL proposed further to amend 
as follows: 

** Also, inquire and report whether any, and, if 
‘so, how many of the pages of’ this House receive, 
‘or have agreed to receive, as compensation for 
‘their services as such, an amount less than the 
‘amount specified and allowed them by law; and if 
‘they receive less than fwo dollars per day, who 
‘gets the overplus between the amount received by 
‘them and the amount paid out of the contingenit 
‘expenses of the House.”’ 

Mr. McDOWELL wished to add, ‘and that 
‘they inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
‘ folding-room.’’ 

Mr. TIBBATTS. And also into the propriety 
of passing the bill 1 will send to the Clerk’s 
table. 

A bill was then read by the Clerk as part of 
Mr. Tisparr’s amendment. 

Mr. McKAY was understood to accept these 
several amendments as modifications of his reso- 
lution. 


And the question recurring on the adoption of 


the resolution of reference thus modified, it was 
adopted. 

It was then ordered that the select committee 
consist of five members. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 


EXPENSES OF MISSION TO CHINA. 


The following message was received from the 
President of the United States : 


Wasuincron, December, 1845. 

I transmit to Congress a communication from 
the Secretary of State, with a statement of the ex- 
penditures from the appropriation made by the act 
entided ** An act providing the means of future in- 
*tercourse between the United States and the Gov- 
‘ernment of China,’’ approved the 3d of March, 


1843. JAMES K. POLK. 


The message was read and laid on the table. 
The amount appropriated by the act 

of 3d March, 1843, was......... $40,000 00 
The amount paid Mr. Cushing, the 

Commissioner, for outfit, salary, 

contingencies, loss on exchange, 

and return allowances, equal to 

six months’ salary, was......... 
The amount paid Mr. Webster, sec- 


retary to the MISSION........0+4. 


$32,434 33 


7,500 00 


39,934 33 


The accounts have not been finally settled; and 
Mr. Cushing claims further allow- 
CMO ti idik was a bee ease bee ae 


$893 26 
Mr. Webster claims ..........ee0- 


1,994 64 


BLUE BOOK. 


An engrossed joint resolution, directing that, in 
preparing the Biennial Register, (or Blue Book,) 
there shall be exhibited, in addition to the various 
items of information now given, the time when 
each officer, agent, clerk, cadet, and midshipman 
was first appointed, and the State or country in 
which he last resided prior to the publication, was 
read the third time; and the question was stated 
that it do pass— 


Mr. GEORGE W. JONES suevested that it 


should be amended so as not to apply to the Regis- 
ter which has been printed and will be distributed 
in a few days, as, if applied to that Register, it 
would be necessary to reprint it. : 

- The resolution was read again. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that the amendment was 
unnecessary. By the terms of the resolution, it 
applied only to Registers hereafter to be prepared 
and printed. The Register which was about to be 
issued was already prepared and printed. 
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Mr. VANCE moved that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs ; 

This motion prevailed, and the subject was re- 
ferred accordingly. 


NATURALIZATION—NATIVE AMERICANISM. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolutions heretofore presented by Mr. Wy 
Trurop, from the General i mbly of the State of 
Massachusetts, for such amendments to the natu- 
ralization laws as will proteet the ballot-box and 
the elective franchise from abuses and frauds. 

The pending questions were—éirst, on a motion 
by Mr. Levin to refer these resolutions to a select 
committee, with instruetions to inquire whether 
any, and what, alterations are required in the ex 
isting naturalization laws: and, second, a motion 
by Mr. Bropurap that they be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Hit N'T, being « ntitled to the fl or. remarke d, 
that he had no doubt our present naturalization 
laws are in some respects defective, or that serious 
abuses exist in theiradiministration, He was con- 
vineed that enormous frauds-have been perpeira 
ted, as well by conferring the high immunities of 
ciuzenship upon those who were not entitled to 
the privilege under existing laws, as by the usur- 
pation and exercise of-the rizht of suffraee by 
alr iis who have hever complied With any of the 
legal formalities of naturalization: not to speak of 
colonizing, double voting, and other forms of co. 
ruption, whieh can be reached only by State | 
lation. He des a rt 
code, such new and strinvent PLOVISLONS, as s } ] 


s* ' ‘ 


: ‘se 
ired to see such a revisal of the 


effectually prevent these abuses in future, and put 
an end to the abomimable tratlie in illegal votes 


which has becom the scource and disevacy of our 
larger cities. ‘The evil has arrived at a maenitude 
so startling, and has of late been marked by sueh 


boldness of atrocity, isto eall loudly for redress 
and nothing less than ample and elective levis! 
tion, adapted to the case, affording a remedy whicl 
shall renovate the body politie and stay the pre 
gress of corruption, will sti sly the country. The 
purity of the elective franchise is our only pledv« 
for the preservation of free institutions. The in 
tegrity of the badlot-box is the palladium of con 
tutional liberty. It is the first duty of the leeista 
tive power to prescribe such cuards as shall pr 
serve its Inviolability and place it above suspicion, 
When the ballot-box shall cease to furnish a true 
exponent of the popular will, when the confidence 
of the people in the fide lity of its re sponses shall 
have been forfeited, the experiment of self-govern- 
ment may be pronounced a failure. That abuses 
exist which demand a corrective, will not be de- 
nied. In all remedial measures, calculated to erad- 
icate the evils so generally complained of, he was 
prepared to co-operate, and would proceed as far 
as those who go farthest. The party with which 
it was his pride to act in the support of what he 
conceived to be great national measures and bene- 
ficent purposes, are united as one man upon this 
vital principle of prese rving the right of suffrave 
unprofaned and unpolluted, as the most 
birthright of a free people. The 


} 


sacred 
Vhigs of the 
nation call upon the political majority of this 
House, on whom rests the responsibility, to guard 
and defend the elective franchise. . Honest men of 
all parties demand it, whether native or ado] ted. 
The adopted citizen who has complied with our 
laws in good faith, and who desires to identify 
his personal honor with the welfare of the coun- 
try, must feel a double motive to protect the privi- 
lege of citizenship from unlawful encroachments. 
The resolutions of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, which had given rise to this diseussion, tf 
he rightly understood them, contemplated noth- 
ing more than an inquiry Into trenda and abu- 
ses, and such legislation as may be necessary to 
prevent corrupt and illegal practices. It may be 
doubted whether any remedy will prove effectual 
until our courts of justice, to whom is intrusted 
the administration of the law, shall have been purl- 
fied of party influences. If there be a character on 
earth which, more than any other, deserves the 
execration of God and men, it is a political judge 
who pollutes the ermine of justice and prostitutes 
his sacred functions to the furtherance of party 
schemes and purposes. I consider it the most de- 
plorable and appalling evil of the time that the un- 
clean spirit of party has been permitted to invade 
the tribunals of justice and enter the judgment-seat, 
to inflame the counsels of sworn judges. As a 
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spectacle, it shocks every virtuous, manly sensi- 


as a practice, it is the prolific mother of 
is undeniable that 
exercise of this 


bility ; 
mischief and corruption, It 
too many of our courts, in the 
branch of their powers, following the baneful ex- 
ample of other de partinents of Government, have 
he nt thermselves to party exigencies, and become 


t and prenré el of the polite al mas hinery for con- 





trolling and carrying ¢ lectlons, On the eve of im- 
portant elections the vy ¢ perate as a party apparatus 
for the manufacture of a sufficient supply of voters, 
frequently conferring citizenship without adequate 


proof, the artful®and seeming compliance with 


forms serving only to aggravate the mockery of 
uitial law and justice, Unless this profana- 

tion of judicial powers 1s frowned upon by the 
hteous sentiment of the country—if we have 
reached that stave of profli racy where partisal 
“iris W he tolerated by popular opimion— then 
it time for us as a peo He to re peat the « xclama- 


tron, ** W are rotten bee for we are ripe " 
Bat he rejoiced in the conviction that a more 


healthy tone ef publie feeling revail Notwith- 


standing the inroads of proflizgacy and corruption, 
i sentiment of virtue pervi de “the body of our 
countrymen, which will yet be heard and felt, de- 
undp inteerity and fidelity in the discharce of 
public responsibilities, tt will rise above the tram- 
‘ of party di pline, and visit severe condem- 
nation u rall w ’ k to un politic il or per- 
liasceendaney Dy ly onoralole expedients, 
In re rard to the particular reference of these re- 
slutions he had but little to say. He preferred to 
leave that question to the political majority here, 


who alone have the power to reform abuses and 


vindicate the violated sanctity of the elective fran- 
chise. , 

Mr. TH. said he regretted that this proposition to 
prevent frauds and restore the inte rrity of the bal- 
lot-box should have been made the oceasion for a 
discussion of a radical chanve in the fundamental 
principle of our system of naturalization, He 


viewed that as avery different question, and be- 
hee ved the propo ed chance of system, by which it 
| ‘ seat ee " = ene cens 
is intended to exclude foreigners from a participa- 
of eiuzenship, would find but 
little favor, either in this 1] muse or the 
He wished to speak 


ness of that 


tion mm the rights 
country. 
t and kind- 
who have 
thought it their duty to form a political association 
under the desienation of Native Americans. ‘To 
many of them he freely accorded the highest integ- 
rity and patriotism of purpose, 


lL, all : 
with all due res 


portion of our citizens 


It was unnecessary to say to the re presentatives 
here of that party from his own State, that he en- 
te rtained towards the m pe rsonally the most cor- 
dial sentiments of friendship and esteem; and, 


compelled as he w them, he as- 
is ** more in sorrow than in anger.”’ 


But, in the discussion of important questions, there 
! 


is to differ from 
sured them tt w 


was but one course for him to pursue compatible 
with his self-respect and sense of duty; that is, to 
express his convictions with firmness, sincerity, 

nd 3 ridley ndence, without respect of persons or 
of consequences. To the pring iple which aims to 
exelude foreigners from citizenship, or to extend 
the length of previous resideace be yond the term 
now established by law, he was constrained to de- 
clare hits ul iquabified and irrecone ileable hostility. 
When a great elementary reform 1s proposed, af- 
fectine so vital a right of free-born men, we are 
bound to inquire, in a spirit of candor, first, whe- 
ther the change is desirable; and, in the next place, 
if desirable, whether it be attainable. Upon either 
of these tests he considered the plan utterly inad- 
missible. 

‘The condition of our country, the nature of our 
institutions, and the spirit of our people, are all 
incompatible with an iliberal policy towards emi- 
grants from foreign lands, who seek our shores to 
better their condition. We are impelled by every 
venerous impulse to embrace them as friends and 
brothers, instead of repulsing them from us as 
aliens, unworthy to share the fruits of our glori- 
ous political heritage. They come hither, as our 
fathers came, to seek a home for themselves and 
their posterity. "Th y come to subject themselves 
to our laws and institutions, to aid us in the work 
of constitutional liberty and human advancement; 
ina word, to wnite with us in common perils and 
a common destiny, Why, then, shall we attempt 
to deprive them of a just and equal participation in 
the choice of public agents, and the adoption of 
laws which are no less applicable to them than to 


ourselves? A reasonable term of probation, sufli- 
cient to test their intentions, to acquaint them with 
the condition of our affiairs and the tendency of 
measures, to inform them of our laws, manners, 
and institutions, is undoubtedly requisite; but | 
believe the term of five years, now established, is 
suflicient for these purposes. A prolongation of 
the period would, in my judgment, produce no 
mitigation of evils which are justly complained of, 
and would only serve to inflame discontent, engen- 
der discord, and keep alive unnatural and danger- 
ous distincuons. If it be said that foreigners are 
rnorant, | would inquire if ignorance may not be 
ound amongst too many of our own American- 
orn people who participate, by common consent, 
in the sovereignty of th® country? That many 
emigrants are ignorant is undeniable, but that 
many of them are fitted by their intelligence for 
} If it be 
said that many of them are factious, let me ask 
who is more dangerous or more worthy of our de- 
nunciation than the domestic demagogue ** to the 


} 
1 
‘ 
i 
! 


the hivhest usefulness is equally certain. 


manor born,’? who seeks to perpetuate and mis- 
Yes, sir, the 
domestic demagogue, the ever-present curse and 
all good citizens, whether native or adopted! 
if it be said that the y are poor, It may be re} hed 


lead tenoranee to his own base uses? 


foe of 


that poverty is not peculiar to any nation; and it | 


hould be the boast of ours that here a broad field 
is Open where honest industry may find a sure re- 
ward, and win for itself comfort, independence, 
and respectability. We all know that many for- 
come amongst us poor and needy, buta 
majority of these, if L may speak from my own 
observation, bring with them honest hearts, manly 
resolves, and strong hands, ready to toil and suffer 
in the pursuit of a virtueus livelihood for them- 
selves and their families. 

Sir, | disdain to employ the language of flattery 
towards any man or class of men, native or foreign. 


Instead of addressing them as gods, [ have never 
feared to remind the people of the faults which are 
inseparable to human condition, and to warn them 
of the dangers to which they are exposed from 
vice, izuorance, and the seductive arts of party 
‘That the emigrant is exposed, in a 
peculiar manner, to the wiles of the demagogue, 1s 
known to us all. He is too hable to be misled by 
false aspersions and unmeaning professions. He 
is soon sought out by that disinterested class of 
patriots who drive a trade in polities. He is over- 
whelmed with lavish protestations of generosity, 
friendship, and devotion; and, to heighten at once 
his gratitude and wonder, he is assured that a large 
poruon of our countrymen are hostile to liberty, at 
war with the poor, and intent on establishing the 
modes of aristocracy and despotism which prevail 
in the old world. His mind is inflamed with false 
prejudices towards his best friends, who are strug- 
cling to advance the interests and welfare of all 
our people; and, inlisted under party colors, he 
sometimes follows the path which leads to his own 
destruction. ‘That he should yield to the arts of 
the seducer is not more strange than that our first 
mother should have listened to the primitive dema- 
rogue who whispered discontent in paradise. It 
is to be deplored, as a public misfortune, that for- 
eigners, in the morning of their residence here, 
are exposed to these malign efforts and influences, 
‘The responsibility rests, not upon the innocent 
vicims of delusion, but upon the native-born poli- 
tician who leads them astray. Whilst all good 
men should regret that the more ignorant portion 
of our people, native or adopted, are so hable to 
be misled from their own true happiness by party 
spirit, it is idle to indulge feelings of petulance or 
complaint, or to attempt changes which shall ex- 


pots ans. 


| deceive him. 


| portance of wise and beneficent measures of Go: 


clude any class from a participation in public con- | 


cerns. It would be equally wise to complain that 
men are not angels, and abandon the great experi- 
ment of free government. 

if it be inquired, what is to be done? are the 
foreigners in our country to be marshalled in hosts 


against the welfare of their adopted land? and is | 


there no remedy? 
pose a system of exclusion, that,in my judgment, 


1 would say to those who pro- | 


they have mistaken the nature of the disease, and | 


the extreme resort to amputation will but tend to 
increase the evil and render it incurable. 
Americanism”’ is not the true remedy. 

political as well as physical disorders, for which 
time is the only infallible physician. Foreign emi- 
erants may be deluded for a season ; but, for this, 
tums is the unfailing, the only corrective. Denun- 


** Native | 
There are | 
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ciation, reproach, intolerance, violence of lancun 


; ’ re 
or of conduct, will but retard the consumma: 


: tion 
which all true Americans should desire, Exne. 
rience, observation, intercourse with our people 

will rapidly mericanize the foreigner, and dives: 


c 


his mind of unfounded prejudices. It should he 
our aim to inform, to enlighten, to elevate, and y 


Thousands of emigrants hay: 
ready discovered, and, if a kindly policy is , 


pel l- 
sued, every year will swell the number of tho; 
Who perceive the worthlessness of unm anine flat- 


tery and sounding professions, and the true iy 


- 
e 


ernment. Those who complain that five years js 
too short a term would do wisely to reflect x) 
vears are rolling on, and at every annual revolution 
the foreigner is becoming more thorouchly pai. 
ralized in mind and heart, and more intimately j;)- 
corporated with the body of our people. Ny 

ties multiply around him, and his constant 

gress in knowledge and improvement fix him 1 


if 


y 


pro- 


ore 

firmly to our soil, forming him a wiser aid a bet. 
ter citize nh. 

Conceiving, as I do, that the doctrine of the Na- 

tive American party, which is imbodied in the 


proposition to extend the term of residence of 
aliens to twenty-one years before naturalizat} 


oO} 
i by 


is not to be desired, it may be thought superfluous 
to proceed further, and contend that it is unattain- 
able. But [ must say, that to my mind it seens 
utterly impracticable. The principle is repuv- 
nant to the liberal spirit which pervades the ereat 
body of the American people. In the Southern 
States, where there are no foreigners, compara- 
tively speaking, the idea of a national party on 
this question must be regarded as visionary and 
absurd. In the Northern portions of the Union, 
where foreigners abound, it is only in the larver 
cities that the slightest success has attended the 
experiment. In our agricultural districts the emi- 
grant is welcomed; he shares the common bur 

dens, and they are appreciated as neighbors, citi- 
zens, and friends. The masses of our people, 
Americans by birth, are as little inclined to favor 
their exclusion as the foreigners themselves. 

A political party, based upon a single proposi- 
tion so narrow in its import, must, in the nature of 
things, be evanescent. ‘The magic power of ** ove 
idea’? was delineated in glowing terms by the geu- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Leviy.| All 
will admit that ene idea, containing the germ of 
new and mighty principles, may, and sometimes 
has, produced vast revolutions and wonderful re- 
sults in science and philosophy, and in the moral 
and political world. But a National Government 
requires more than one idea. In the administration 
of its affairs, a wide and varied range of duty is pre- 
sented to the statesman. It must be his study to 
consult and comprehend the condition of the coun- 
try, its resources and diversities, the character of 
the people, their sentiments, rights, and interests, 
and, in the adoption of measures, to legislate with a 
just perception of the world of realities around him, 
yielding a wise regard to the complex concerns 
and relations of human society. Political wisdom 
is circumscribed by no visible circle: it is bound- 
ed only by the past, the present, and the future, 
the nations of the earth and their history falling 
within its ken. 

The single idea of Native Americanism conceris 
itself solely with the materiel of the constituent 
body having no reference to the ulterior action 
and duties of public agents, and leaving the Gov- 
ernment to pursue its course without chart or comt- 

ASS. 

Mr. H. said he sincerely regretted the attempt 
which had been made to give this discussion a 
vartisan character. As the spirit of Democracy 
had been invoked, eulogized, and personified by 
so many gentlemen across the Hall, he was ui- 
willing to be suspected of. any want of respect 
towards this popular divinity. Democracy seems 
to be regarded as one of the moral graces, whose 
possession is to be inferred from ostentatious dis- 
play and swelling professions of devotion. From 
the vehemence with which gentlemen rushed for- 
ward to the rescue, one would naturally appre- 
hend that the democratic principle was in danger, 
and that the majority were about to be deprived 
of the power to govern. But where the invisiv’e 
foe lies concealed, or whence the assault 18 10 
come, no one has deemed it prudent to disclose. 





| Certainly none of us in the minority have offered 


. . . ’ - . father 
to disturb the slumbering lion. Sir, our fathers 
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established a Republican Government. The prin- 
Je that a majority of the people shall rule lies 
the foundation of our system. This is the 
essential doctrine of Democracy. Has any one 
proposed to reverse the theory of our Government, 
o id deprive the majority of their power? Until 
t 


el 
t 
{ 


he attempt 1s made, this endless vindication of 


democratic principles seems like a waste of elo- 
quence in anticipation, and a display of patriotism 
purely hypothetical, 5 ; 
‘ There are two theories of Democracy, as wide 
asunder in their nature and tendency as darkness 
and light, or false and true religion. ‘The first was 
exhibited to our admiring view by the gentleman 
from Michigan, [Mr. Curpman.] It is the Democe- 
racy of ignorance: and he informed us, in melan- 
choly accents, that education is the chief cause of 
the warfare waged upon it. Light and knowledge 
near to him as the arch enemy of the faith. 
This species of democracy seeks to govern man- 
kind through the ignorance of their understanding 
and the blindness of their passions. It flatters 
iq stimulates the worst of human vices, and 
wars upon all that is most valuable in human so- 
ciety. It seeks to array man against man, class 
inst class, adopted against native, poor against 
neh, and lets loose all the elements of the State in 
fierce warfare upon each other. It is a monster 
of hideous mein, in its onward course scattering 
road envy, jealousy, hatred, discord, and dis- 


nt 


ny) 


i Some rugged rock’s hard entrails gave thee form, 
« And razing seas produced thee in a storm.” 

Rut there is a principle of democracy, or popular 
liberty—eall it what you will—of diviner origin, 
more attractive In its form, more benign in its 
teachines, more noble in its aims. -It seeks to ele- 
vate, to purify, to inform—to promote the liberty 
and happiness of mankind, by inspiring them with 

uster sense of their rights, their responsibilities, 
aud their true destiny. It unites the diversified 
narts and concerns of human society ‘* in one com- 
pendious whole,” from the greatest variety evolv- 
we the most beautiful uniformity. It aims to 
perpetuate freedom, by making men capable of 
self-government; proving its faith by its works, 
without vain-boasting or pharisaical professions, 
it dares to admonish the people of their faults, 
and to warn them of the dangers to which man is 
exposed from ignorance, from evil counsellors, 
and from the unrestrained license which too often 
desecrates the name of liberty. It venerates law 
and order, “tas the ark of safety,” and looks to 
popular intelligence as the only foundation of ra- 
tional liberty. This is Whig democracy; which 
maintains truth and right through evil as well as 
zood report; which seeks to preserve and not de- 
stroy, and which is destined in good time to'spread 
happiness, contentment, and prosperity over the 
face of our glorious land. 

Mr. H. said he hardly knew whether to be more 
amazed or amused at the terrific denunciations of 
Native Americanism which had been heard from 
the opposite side of the House. It was certainly 
interesting to hear gentlemen denounce a faction 
from which they have derived the sole advantage, 
and yet more strange that they should endeavor to 
hold the Whigs responsible for a movement which 
turned the day againstthem. He wished to deny 
emphatically, onee for all, that the Whig party, so 
fw as he understood its sentiments, is in any sense 
connected with the Native American party in its 
organization, that they are in favor of its single doc- 
‘rine, or have endeavored to advance its purposes. 
n the contrary, they have had too much cause to 
regret its existence. In regard to this matter he 
intended to speak in candor, in a spirit of justice 
‘o both parties, desiring only to correct some mis- 
representations which have been made in the 
‘ourse of the debate. The truth is, that neither 
party is exclusively responsible for Native Ameri- 


canism, but each has contributed a portion of its | 


numbers. 
contradiction, that, as a general fact, and in all ma- 
terial points, the Whig party were the principal 
sullerers, and the dominant party the only gainers 
‘rom the organization of this new party. The ex- 
“*puons are too few to weaken this general posi- 
‘on. It is not material to trace the origin of this 
‘urd party, and he would not enter upon it fur- 


' 
tha 
ihe 


aid in vindication of the truth of history. 


‘he city of New York nativism had its origin in 


He asserted, however, without fear of | 


| friends and allies. 


r than had been made necessary in self-defence, | 


He had always understood and believed that in | 


i} 
i 


| dwell upon it no longer. 


the disputes of the Tammany party concerning the 
division of the spoils. Certain Native Democrats, 
coveting offices and employments, which had been 
conferred on naturalized e:tizens of their own par- 
ty, renounced their allegiance, and proclaimed a 
new party to be called the Native American. The 
continual appeals of the dominant party to foreign- 
ers,as such, by which large numbers of them were 
imbodied as a class, the frauds in naturalization, 
and a feeling of discontent In regard to municipal 
aflairs, creatly facilitated the movement. Hun- 
dreds and thousands, including many of great 
worth in both parties, inlisted under this new ban- 
ner. They moved forward with a popular, though 
temporary impulse, till the city, which had given 
a Democratic majority for a series of years, elect- 
ed the Native American ticket by a majority of 
several thousands. How this was done without 
the aid of some portion of the Democratic party, 
may be one of the wonders of modern Democracy. 
How was it in Philadelphia? There, unless he 
was greatly misinformed, most of the prominent 
** Native American leaders’’ came from the ranks 
of the Democracy. Several had been named to 
him in proof of the fact. Certain it is that the two 
Congressional districts now represented here by 
members of that party were previously Democratic 
by decisive majoriues. Of the six districts now 
represented by Native Americans, four were pre- 
viously Democratic. Hiow was it accom} lished 


Yet it hi: d 


without the aid of Democratic votes? 


| been asserted here that the Whigs and the Native 


Americans are identical, and that they are acting 
incommon. How was it in Baltimore? When I 
heard the vehement philippiec upen nativism from 
the member from that city, [Mr. Guires,} I could 
with difficulty persuade myself that it was the Na- 
tive movement which produced his election, and 
deprived the Whigs of the invaluable services in 
this Congress of the able and patriotic Kenne dy. 
Such. however, is the veritable fret. 

Though the remark may not be applicable to 
every local result, I have asserted that on a gen- 
eral scale the Whigs have been the exclusive suffer- 
ers from the organization of the Native American 
party. On this point, I thank my colleague [Mr. 
Grover] for the frankness of his admission, that 
the movement in Philadelphia, and the seeming 
conjunction between the Whigs and the Natives 
in the October election, changed the result in New 
York, and enabled you, by the vote of our State, 
to elect Mr. Polk to the Presidency. I wish to 
add my testimony to the truth of his assertion, 
To that unfortunate coincidence in October do we 
owe it that the Whig” cause was borne down in 
1844, and that you vained the triumph whicly so 
many who contributed to it have lived to deplore. 
Thousands of adopted citizens were Whigs in 
principle, and earnestly labored for the success of 
Whig measures. The result in Philad Iphia 
changed the result. "Phey were told, with a plau- 
sibility which proved convincing for the moment, 
that the Whies and the Natives were identical, 
and that our success would be but the prelude to 
their disfranchisement. Under this apprehension 
many who are opposed to all your measures gave 
you their votes, and turned the scale. It was one 
of those unforeseen accidents which you know how 
to seize, and which always operate in your favor. 
Then why affect to deplore the playful eddies in 
the political waters which saved your barque from 
shipwreck? Why tantalize the Whig party with 
having erected the bridge which carried you safely 
over? 

But it is no agreeable retrospect, and I will 
That the great hody of 
both political parties in the country are firmly op- 
posed to the doctrine of exclusion contended for 
by the Native American party, I sincerely believe. 


_Lhope the attempt will not be persevered in. No 


good can come of it, and to my mind it threatens 
unqualified mischief. It can only serve to kindle 
the prejudices of the emigrant, and place him more 
entirely under the sway of thedemagogue. It has 
been repeatedly asserted, in the course of the pres- 
eut debate, that the Whigs are hostile to foreign- 
ers, and that the Democratic party are their natural 
I deny the truth of the impu- 
tation and the justice of the claim. It was unne- 
cessary to-be told that you assume to be the ex- 
clusive friends of the alien, the poor, of all men in 
general, and every man in particular who has a 
vote to bestow. But I indulge a conviction that 
the time is approaching when the foreigner and the 
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poor man will pause to contrast the overflowing 
promise with the lean performance. W hat mea- 
sure or principle of your party is calculated to pro- 
mote the welfare of the laboring man, whether pa 
tive or foreign born? The emigrant comes hither 
in search of honest employment. ‘The taruff of 

S42, which protects the industry of the laborer 
on our own sotl in preference to the labor of Eu- 
rope, is of more value to the hardy foreigner than 
all the glowing professions which can be lavished 
for his vote. ‘The Whie 
policy of public expenditure in the improvement 
of internal navigation confers a more substantial 


blessing on. the 


upon him in exchange 


honest emigrant than the largest 
quantum of flattery and blarney. When you shall 
have destroyed the protective policy, and esta 


lished a specie ler the sub-treasury 


currency Une 


system, the laborine men ot our country, ho ma 


ter whence they come, will be ground down ** 


tween the upper and the nether millstone:” 

‘Lhe W hig party will contmue to move forward 
in its high mission with a firm step, an unbroken 
front, an erect and unsubdued spirit, turning 
neither to the right hand nor the left. Ever ready 
to co-operate th support of all measures tending to 
promote the welfare of the country, from what 
ever quart * the y may emanate, it will enter into 
ho “entangling allianees.’? Animated by a sin- 
cere desire to preserve our tostitutions mi the IP pilte 
rity, we shall struecle on in defence of the Consti- 
tuuon and the laws, contending for the honor ana 
prosperity of the nation, and the just rights of the 
yn ople. Intent on these hich aud patriotic purpo 
ses, the Whigs of the Union will not be diverted 
from the path of duty and safety by the formation 
of any new 
questions. 

During the speech, Mr. CHIPMAN rose to ex- 
plain; he wished to correct a misrepresentation of 
his remarks when this subject had last been up. 
He had then said that men were by nature Demo- 
crats: and if any were Whigs, the y had been made 
so by education. Tle did not say by knowledge: 
but by warring against the desizns of Omnipo- 
tence. [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. HENLEY also, in the course of Mr. H.'s 
remarks on the causes of the Jate defeat of the 
Whig party, asked Mr. H. whether, at the last 
session of Congress, he had not attributed the suc- 
cess of the Democratic party to the Abolitionists, 
whilst now he attributed it to the Native vote? 

To which inquiry, Mr. H. replied, that the ope- 
ration of all these third parties had been very simi- 
lar in producing the result, 

When Mr. H. had conceluded— 

Mr. DOUGLASS obtained the floor, but, after 
some conversation, and at the request of several 
members, gave way. 


party on collateral or subordinate 


THE CUSTOMS IN TEXAS. 
And the House took up the bill (from the Sen- 
ate) entitled ** An act to establish a collection dis- 
trict in the State of Texas, and for other purpo- 


ses.”’ 
Which said bill was read a third time and 
passed, ° 


And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

sy Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of Eli Merrill, for re- 
lief, in the matter of a land pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of Stephen Allen, 
Saul Alley, and others, praying for the establishment of a 
branch mint in the city of New York: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce 

By Mr. RATHBUN~ Three petitions, signed by 200 per- 
sons, citizens of Cayuga and Wayne counties, New York, 
for the improvement of the harbor of Little Sodus: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Mrs. Sarah Ham- 
mond, widow of John Hammond, deceased, praying that a 
law may pass allowing to her a pension, commensurate 
with the services of her husband in the revolutionary 
war 

By Mr WHEATON: Remonstrance of 173 citizens of 
the towns of Dewitt and Spafford, Onondaga county, New 
York, against the annexation of Texas as a State to this 
Union, with a constitution which shall recognise slavery 

By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of George Bowermaster 
and 117 other citizens of Indiana? asking a mail route from 
Bowling Green to Point Commerce, in Indiana; also the 
petition of Mrs Eunice Buckman, of Washington county, 
Indiana, praying a pension on account of the revolutionary 
services of her late husband, Benjamin Buckman, who 
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eommenced his services at the battle of Bunker Hill, and 
continued a soldier until the proclamation of peace; reter- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: ‘he petition of Robert Gill, of Thi 
noix, for a pension, referred to the Committee on Revolu 
tionary Pension 

By Mr PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of St. 
Lawrence county, New York, praying for a mail route from 
Canton to Antwerp 

Ly Mr. LEWIS; The petition of Nathaniel Bird, for al 
lowanee for services in the war of the Kevolution: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also the peti 
tion of Nathumel Bird for a revolutionary pension: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also the pe 
titious of George M- Fow! for remuneration for services as 


deputy collector and inspector at Barcelona harbor : referred 


to the Committee of Claims Aleo two several petitions 
from citizens of Brandt and Irving, New York, for the com 
pletion of Cattaraugu harbor: reterred to the Committee 
on Commerc Also four several petitions from citizens of 
New York, against the admission of Texas as a slave 
tite 


iy Mr. MOSELEY: Three several petitions of citizens 
of western New York, for an appropriation to complete the 
harbor and erect a light-house at the mouth of Cattaraugus 
creck: referred to the Conunittiee on Commerce 

By Mr SAWYER: The petition of Charles Baby, of 
Ohio, for claims on the Ottowa Indians: referred to the 


Committee on Indian Altair \lso the claims of citizens 
of county, Ohio, against the Ottawa Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. The peti 
tion of 349 citizens of the Maume valley, for an appropria 
tion for the improvement of the navigation of the Maumec 
Patt which was reterred to the Committee on Commerce 


By Mr. DODGE Che petition of the citizens of Burling 


wm owa, for the improvement of the Des Moines rapids 
referred to the Commuttee on Commerce. The petition of 
the citizens of the ‘Territory of Lowa, praying for the sale of 
the mineral bane referred tot Committee on the Publie 
Land I petition of the eiize of Dubuque, praying 
jor the sale of the maneral land referred to the Committee 
onthe Pablic Lands. The petitvon of the inhabitants of the 
mineral region, praying tor pre emptions to miners, or owners 
of mineral lot referred to the Committee on the Public 
foand The memorial of the Council and House of Repre 
ntatives of the Territory of Lowa, asking for the passage 
ot anouet granting pre eraptions to miner ul lands: referred 


to the Conuntttee on Public Lands. ‘The inemorial of the 
Legislature of the ‘Territory of Lowa, praying for a new land 


hist t: referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands 

he memorial of the Legelature of Towa, relative to grant 
ing the might of pre-emption to unsurveyed lands: reterred 
to the Committee on the Pubae Lands. The memorial of 
1 Legislature of Lowa, praying for the removal of the Win 
mebugo Indians trom the neuter i eround referred to the 
Committee on Indian Afiat The memorial of the Legis 
iature of Lowa, praying for a change of the law relative to 
t iutercourse with indian referred to the Conmnnittee on 
liadian Aflairs The peution of the judges of the supreme 


eourt and members of the bar, praying tor an increase of 
their low library: referred to the Conmnittee on ‘Territories. 
Resolutions of the Leg lowa, asking for a change 
in the laws regulating intercourse with Indian tribes: reter 
red to the ¢ niittee on Indian Attairs 

By Me. DE MOTT: The remonstrance of citizens of Ovid 

id viemity, New York, against the admission of Texas into 
the Union as aslive State. The petition of Elijah Bucha 
nan, of Lansing, New York, for an invalid pension. The 
perition of Abiwail Watkins, ef Galen, New York, praying 
for the pension allowed to revolutionary pensioners. 

Ry Mr. CATHCART: The petition of the Trustees of 
5 east, in Elkhart county, Indi 


stature 


fownstip Js north of range 


ana, praying land to be granted to said township for school 
purposes, section 16 being tractional; referred to the Com 
mittee on Pubhe Lands. ‘The petition of citizens of Fulton 


county, Ladiana, praving a grant of other land in lieu of see 
tion 16 township 30, north of range 5 east, for school pur 


pose referred to the Committee on Public Lands. ‘the 
petition of Tsrael Johnson, of Cass county, Indiana , refer 
red to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of Joshua Dimitt and 410 
others, citizens of Indiana, praying the extension of the pre 
en m laws over the Jands late; purchased of the Miami 
Indians in said State 

hy Mr. SEVERANCE: Remonstrance of Eusebius Hale 


nad 75 other citizens of Waterville, Maine; of John Deane 
and 131 other legal voters of Maine; of Lorenzo Crowell 
and 36 other legal voters of Waterville, Maine ; of Solomon 
Brown and 102 others, citizens of Litchfield, Maine; of 
Samuel Woodman and 32 other citizens of Cornville, Maine ; 

! nezer Visher and 45 other citizens of Addison, Maine ; 


Ol eoene7 


iH] remonstrating against the admission of Texas as a slave 


tv Mr. JULIUS ROCKWELL: The petition of Elisha 
ling, of Chester, Massachusetts, for an increase of his 
mavalid pension 

Ry Mr. WENTWORTH: The remonstrance of Levi 
Kelsy and sundry other citizens of Troy Grove, La Salle 

unty. Uhnois, against the admission of Texas: laid on 

ve ole 

Ry Mr. CALEB B. SMITH: The remonstrance of John 
Lewis and 155 others, citizens of the State of Indiana, 
avainustthe admission of Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. MAR'TIN, of Wisconsin: The memorial of mem 
bers of the Stockbridge nation of Indians: referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. Petition of citizens of South 
port, Wiseonsin, for a light-house at that place: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Petition of citizens of 
Southpert, asking an appropriation to complete the harbor 
hat place. Petition of citizens of the Territory of Wis 
consin, asking an appropriation on the road from Mil- 
wan to Madison: referred to the Committee on Roads 

“i Canals. Petition of citizens of Prairie du Chien, in the 
‘Territory of Wisconsin, praying the confirmation of certain 
land claims at that place : rete rred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. Memorial of J. S. Fisk and others 
citizens of Depore, Wisconsin, for the improvement of Fox 
and Wisconsin rivers: referred to the Committee on Public 


att 


Lands. Remonstrance of Samuel Hinman and 99 other | 
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citizens of Prairieville, Wisconsin, against the admission of 
Texas as a slave State: Inid on the table. Remonstrance 
of A. Nottingham and others, of Walworth county, Wiscon- 
sin, against the admission of Texas as a slave State: laid 
on the table. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The remonstrance of Wm. Knowles 
and & citizens of Orleans county, New York, against the 
admission of Texas as a slave State. 

By Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES: The memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Carolina, pray- 
ing the establishment of a branch mint at that place. 

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON: The memorial of citizens 
of western Pennsylvania for an appropriation to constructa 
canal around the falls of St. Mary’s, and estimating the cost 
for excavation at $250,000; referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. A_ protest, signed by 114 citizens of Potter 
county, against the annexation of Texas: laid on the 
table. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of the citizens of Cass 
county, Georgia, praying the establisliiment of a national 
foundry in that county, on the Etowah river: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. DELANO: The petition of Jonathan Nuremur, 
asking a pension on account of services rendered and in 
jury received in the service of the country during the last 
wir, 

By Mr. STRONG: The remonstrance of Harmon D. Pin- 
ney, Andrew H. Callioun, Simeon R. Griffin, and 209 others, 
voters of Tioga county, in the State of New York, against 
the admission of Texas into the Union as a slave State. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of George V. Mitch- 
ell, late postmaster at Belleville, Mifflin county, Pennsyl- 
vania, for relief: referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 30, 1845. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing the passage by said 
House of the bill entitled **An act to establish a 
‘collection district in the State of Texas, and for 
* other purposes.” 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the petition of 
Gillet and Clark, praying the right of pre-emption 
to the tract of land known as Grassy island, in 
the Detroit river, State of Michigan; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of 
Samuel Knight, praying a pension for mjuries re- 
ceived while in the service of the United States 
in the erection of a monument on Stage island, in 
the State of Maine . 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented the petition of the 
heirs of Lieut. Crocker Sampson, deceased, a rev- 
oluuonary officer, praying the renewal of a boun- 
ty-land warrant, said to have been lost or de stroy- 
ed; which was referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. . 

Mr. ARCHER presented the petition of Na- 
thaniel Kay Kendall, praying compensation for 
extra services In carrying the mails; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roade. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
memorial of Elizabeth Gassaway, widow of a 
deceased revolutionary officer, pray ing a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. J. also presented the petition of Abigail 
Reeves, of Baltimore, widow of a deceased revo- 
lutionary soldier, praying a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of 400 inhabi- 
tants of St. Clair county, Michigan, praying the 
passage of a law to prevent American steamboats 
from purchasing fuel in Canada, and using the 
same without paying duty; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BARROW presented the petition of the 
heirs of Nicholas Barra, deceased, praying the 
confirmation of their title to a tract of land in 
Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of citizens of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, praying the establish- 
ment of a national armory and foundry at Fort 
Massac, on the Ohio river; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

‘EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. LEVY presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of the State of Florida, asking an 
exploration of the everglades of said State, with a 
view to reclam them; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


RED RIVER RAFT. 


Mr. ASHLEY presented the memorial of the | 
Legislature of the State of Arkansas, praying an | 


which was referred to the | 


Dec. 30, 


appropriation for the removal of the raft in th, 
Red river; which was referred to the Committe. 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A. also presented the memorial of the Leo 
lature of the State of Arkansas, praying the al 
tinuation of the road from Memphis to Little Roc, 
and for opening a road from Little Rock to a 
Smith, on the south branch of the Arkansas riy, rs 
which was referred to the Committee on Puybji, 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A. further presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Arkansas, praying ay 
appropriation for the construction of levees up 
the Arkansas and Mississippi rivers, for the pi - 
pose of reclaiming the inundated Jands situated 
upon the banks of said rivers; which was refery: d 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. BAGBY asked that the petition of the har 
of the city of Washington, presented by him yes- 
terday, should be taken from the Conimittee 
the Judiciary, to which it was referred, and ry 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Colyy- 
bia, as he had been informed that the latter eoyp- 
mittee had under consideration other matters ye- 
ferring to the same subject. 

Mr. SEVIER considered that, as the subject: 
matter of the petition was the proposed alteration 
or repeal of a public law, it should be examined 
and reported upon by the Committee on the Ju 
clary. 

Mr. BAGBY, in reply, said that he had entire 
confidence in the ability of the Judiciary Commit 
tee; but as all the grievances of profi ssional men 
and others, of this District, had been referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, he 
thought that the latter would be the proper com- 
mittee to which to refer the petition in que stion, 

The question being upon the transfer of the pe 
tition, the same was agreed to. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Harriet Ward, 
widow of a deceased naval seaman, praying pe 
niary relief, her husband having lost his life in the 
public service; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. J ENN ESS presented resolutions passe d by 
the Legislature of New Hampshire, requ 
their Senators and Representatives in Congress to 
use their exertions to procure a modification of 
the rates of postage, so as to authorize the trans 
mission of newspapers free of postage W than the 
limits of the States where they are published; wl 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented 
petition of Peter Gorman, praying the payment of 
a balance due him on his contract for grading and 
eravelling the road from the Capitol to the Navy- 
Yard and Congressional burying-ground, in the 
city of Washington; which was referred to tu 
Comunittee on the District of Columbia. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, who were instructed to inquire into the 
subject, reported a bill to provide for raising a rezi- 
ment of mounted riflemen; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 


CLAIMS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military A : 
fairs, to whom was referred a bill providing for 
the settlement of the claims of the State of New 
Hampshire against the United States, report’ d the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. SPEIGHT, from the Committee on M 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petitio! 
Mrs. Clara H. Pike, made a report, asking (hat 
might be referred to the Committee on Pensions: 
which was agreed to. 


PERMANENT PRE-EMPTION SYSTEM: 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Puoiic 
Lands, reported a bill referred to said committee, 
providing for the establishment of a pt rmanen 
reneral pre-emption system in favor of actual eet 
tlers on the public lands, without amendmen, 
with a recommendation that said bill be pass’: 
and the bill was ordered to be printed for the Us 
of the Senate. 


ADJUSTMENT OF LAND CLAIMS: 


Mr. H. JOHNSON, pursuant to notce, am 
ed and obtained leave to introduce a bill provid: 
for the adjustment of all suspended pre-emp - 
land claims in the several States and Territories; 


0 





Ww 


fa 
pre 
; 

ha 


Go 
of 
and 
or § 

3 
of 
be 
the 


luti 


call; 
of t 





4 


on 





ett 


1845. 
which was read the first and second time by unani- 
mous consent, and, with the report of the Secre- 
tary of theTreasury, of the 9th instant, in relation 
to suspended pre-emption land claims in Louisi- 
ana, was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. H. JOHNSON, it was 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, relating to suspended land claims in 
Louisiana, be printed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. SEVIER presented the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing five years’ pay to Mrs. Mary Jane West, wid- 
ow of Lieutenant James West, who died in the 
public service in 1834. 

FLORIDA COURTS. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the following reso- 
Jution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire and report to the Senate | 
whether any legislation by Congress is necessary 
with respect to the proceedings of the superior 
courts of Florida sitting as Federal courts since the 
3d of March, 1845. 

Mr. W. said that a great difference of opinion 
had existed as to the authority of the judges of 
the superior court of Florida to exercise jurisdic- 
tion as a Federal court since the admission of the 
said State into the Union. Although their right 
todo so had been questioned, they continued to 
exercise this jurisdiction; and it had become very 
important to obtain the decision of Congress on 
the subject. For the purpose of inquiring upon this 
subject the resolution was offered, and he asked 
that immediate action might be taken thereon. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. H. JOHNSON offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of an appropriation for the purpose of constructing 
acanal from the Mississippi river, at New Orleans, 
to Lake Pontchartrain, so as to afford a direct com- 
munication to steamboats from the western coun- 
iry to the fort proposed to be erected on Ship island, 
with a view to the military and naval defence of the 
southern frontier of the United States. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented, for the consider- 
ation of the Senate, the following resolution, which 
ues over? 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate copies of the correspondence between the 
Attorney General and the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
and the judicial officers of the Territory of Flori- 
da,in relation to the authority of the Territorial 
judges as Federal judges, since the 3d of March, 


1845. | 


Mr. BAGBY presented the following resolution, | 
which lies over: 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
airs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing more adequate defences of the port and 
harbor of Mobile. 

OREGON. | 


Mr. HANNEGAN called up the following re- | 


solutions submitted by him yesterday: 
1. Resolved, That the country included within | 
the parallels of 42° and 54° 40’ north latitude, and | 
exending from the Rocky mountains to the Paci- | 
fie ocean, known as the ‘Territory of Oregon, is the | 
property, and part and parcel of the territories of | 
the United States. 
_2. Resolved, That there exists no power in this | 
Government to transfer its soil and the allegiance 
of lis citizens to the dominion, authority, control, | 
and subjection of any foreign power, prince, state, || 
or Sovereignty. 
3. Resolved, That the abandonment or surrender | 
of any portion of the Territory of Oregon would | 
be an abandonment of the honor, character, and || 
the best interests of the American people. | 
rhe motion having been agreed to, and the reso- | 
lutions being under consideration, 
Mr. HANNEGAN stated that his object in 
calling up the resolutions was merely to request | 
of the Senate that a day should be fixed for their | 
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consideration. He would name Monday next, or 

Monday week, and wished that th vy might be 
made the special order for such day as might be 
agreed on. The Senate was now thin,and he had 
no desire to press them at present. 

Mr. ARCHER suggested that these resolu- 
tions were of vreat importance; and, as they re- 
quired much deliberation, it would be better to 
prolong the time, in order to afford the Senate and 
the country opportunity to consider them. He 
hoped the Senator from Indiana would agree to 
postpone their consideration to a later pe riod, not 
earlier than the end of January, and to have them 
yrinted, 

Mr. HANNEGAN was willing to make them 
the special order for the third Monday in January; 
and, accordingly, he made this motion; but w ith- 
drew it at the request of 

Mr. CALHOUN, who stated that, without any 
design to oppose the motion, he was desirous to 
make a few remarks preliminary to offering certain 
resolutions Which he had prepared, and which he 
proposed to submit, as an amendment to the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Indiana. Althouch he 
could not consent to vive his support to the reso- 
Jutions now under consideration, he was glad that 
they had been brought forward. Whatever ob- 
jections might be urged against them, they were at 
least direct, open and manly in their character. 
They denied in direct terms the authority of this 
Government to make a treaty by which any por- 
tion of the territory lying between latitudes 42° and 
54° 40’ should be transferred to any foreign Pewer; 
and denounced, as he understood them, by inpli- 
cation, the proposition which had already been 
made by the President of the United States to set- 
tle the existing difficulty by adopting the parallel of 
the 49th derree of latitude. It, therefore, it shall 
appear that a majority of the Senate sustain these 
resolutions, it will be clear that the question can 
only be settled by force of arms; and that no peace, 
should war be commenced between the two coun- 
tries, can ever be obtained, but,by our dictation at 
the cannon’s mouth. The vote on these resolu- 
tions, therefore, will draw a broad line, which can- 
not be misunderstood, between those members of’ 
the Senate who desire to settle the question by a 
resort to arms, and those who are disposed to con- 
tinue the pacific course of negotiation. 

Ele was for a pacific course of procedure, for an 
adjustment of the question, if possible, by negotia- 
tion; and, with these views and impressions, he 
had prepared a set of resolutions directly opposite 
in their character to those of the Senator from In- 
diana, which he desired to submit, with a request 
that they should be printed as an amendment to 
those resolutions. He would take this occasion to 
state what would be his course: he was for peace, 
so long as peace can be preserved without a sur- 
render of our national honor ; for continued nego- 
tiation so long as there may be a possibility of an 
adjustment by negotiation ; and, if after ¢ very 
effort to preserve peace between the two countries 
shall have been exhausted, war must ensue, he de- 
sired that we should occupy a position in which the 
onus of a war would be thrown from our shoulders 
and be cast upon Great Britain. 

He desired to express his approval of the course 
of the Administration in making, under all the 
circumstances, an offer to adopt the 49th degree 
as a boundary line. It was his sincere wish to 
continue to co-operate with the Executive. The 
Executive desires peace, and it was his (Mr. C.’s) 
wish to preserve peace so long as it can be honor- 
ably preserved. Whenever it shall be found that 
no efiort which we can, consistently with the honor 
and interests of the country, interpose, will avert 
the evil, and that war must come, he would never 
be found in a position antagonist to that which 
every honorable man mustoccupy. Even, although 


, the war should be the result of our own improper 


course, sill, when it shall appear that it cannot be 
averted, he would stand by his country. 
war should come, it will be no common war. 
While he would give every support to his coun- 
try, he would hold those responsible by whose 
rashness it had been provoked. 

Whenever these er came up for dis+ 
cussion, he hoped that they would be discussed in 
a becoming spirit, and in the calmest manner; and 
if, when its true grounds are clearly seen and un- 
derstood, we come to the conclusion that we can 
avoid war, that we shall, by our course, invite a 
continuance of our peaceful relations; while, on 


jection to them. 


| the Senator. 


But if 
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the other hand, should we decide that a rupture 
of those peaceful relations is unavoidable, that.we 
shall make wise and prompt preparation, and en 
ter into the contest with the united vigor and enerey 
most likely to ensure a successful issue. 

He would conclude by offering the following 
resolutions, as an amendment to the resolutions of 
the Senator from Indiana: 

Strike out all after the word * Resolved,’’ and 
insert— 

That the President of the United States has the 
power, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the 
Q 


hate pre sent concur. 
Resolved, That the power of 


’ making treaties 
embraces that of settling and 


S 
fixing boundaries 
hetween the territories and possessions of the Uni- 
ted States and those of other Powers, in cases of 
conflicting claims between them in reference to the 
same, 

Resolved, That however clear their elaims may 
be in thet opinion to the country ine luded within 
the parallels of 42° and 54° 40’ north latitude , and 
extending from the Rocky mountains to the Pacific 
ocean, known as the Territory of Oree 
how eXIsts, and 


on, there 
have long existed, conflicting 
claims to the possession of the same between them 
and Great Britain, the adjustment of which has 
been frequently the subjeet of negotiation between 
the respective Gove ronments, 

Resolved, therefore, ‘That the President of the 
United States has rightfully the power under the 
Constitution, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate 7 provided that two-thirds of the 
sent coneur, to adjust by treaty the 
claims of the two countries to the said territory, 
by fixing a boundary between their re sy ctive pos- 
sessions. : 

Re solve d, 
States 


memibers pre 


That the President of the United 
, in renewing the offer in the spirit of peace 
and compromist , to establish the 49th decree of 
north latitude as a line between the possessions of 
the two countries, to the said territory, did not 
character, or the best 
interests of the American people,” or exceed the 
power veste dd hh him by the Constitution to m ike 
treaties, : 

Mr. HANNEGAN said that the first two prop 
ositions of the Senator from South Carolina would 
not, he presumed, be contested by any one. All 
that is stated in the two first resolutions was cor- 


rect, 


‘* abandon the honor, the 


‘ 


He, for one, would eertainly make no ob- 
The residue of these resolutions, 
howe ver, pre sented matter for serious considera- 
tion, at least with him, for they came in conflict 
with the principles which he, in his resolutions, had 
laid down. He wished, at present, to make a few 
remarks in reply to the distinguished Senator from 
South Carolina. The Senator said the resolutions 
which he (Mr.H.) had introduced, by implication, 
at any rate, conve ved censure on the Pre sident of 
the United States: Sir, (said Mr. H.) I had no 
intention to east a censure on the President. 

Mr. CALHOUN explained. He did not accuse 
the Senator of censurine the President. He had 
merely said that, by implication, they cast a cen- 
sure on the President, because he was willing to 
surrender a portion of the Territory of Oregon; 
but stated that such would be the effect of the 


| resolutions. 


Mr. HANNEGAN resumed: He so understood 
But the Senator would not deny that 
the whole aspect of the question had been changed 
since the proposition of the President, by the per- 
emptory, and almost contemptuous, refusal of the 
British Minister. If it were not so, he was a free- 
man, as wellas the President of the United States; 
and although he had ever been his political friend, 
and ever expected to be so, yet, if the President 
on any occasion or occasions assumed a position 
which he could not endorse, he had the right, and 
would maintain it—as well here as at home—to 
express his sentiments, without intending, desiring, 
or wishing to convey any censure. He represent- 
ed the same people that the President did, and, as 
such representative, he had a right to express his 
views on all questions pertaining to the Govern- 
ment. He repeated, that he meant to convey no 
censure on the President. The Senator said that 
the resolutions were plain and direct, coming at 
once to the point, a that the adoption of them, 
if he understood them, would necessarily involve 
us ina war. Now, if the adoption of the resolu- 
tions, which contained the immutable prizciples 
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of truth, should bring war onus, let war come! 
What American was there who, through fear of 
war. would hesitate to declare the truth in this 
Chamber? He, also, was for peace; he shrunk 
hack from the thought of war as much a& could 
He loved peace; 
hut if it were only to be maintained on degrading 
and dishonora war, even of extermina- 
The Senator said, 


‘ i . | a > 
tion, would be far preferable, 

. } 
thatif war once was commence d, peace could omy 


the Senator from South ¢ ‘arolina. 


hle terms, 


he made by our dictation at the cannon’s mouth. He 
(Mr. H.) proclaimed, if war with Great Britain 
ehould arise, for the possession of Oregon, he, for 
one, wished never tosee it settled by arbitration, un- 
til we arbitrate it ourselves, and ‘at the cannon’s 
‘The Senator 
said, or implied, that by the course we are pursuing, 
or by the course whi h he (Mr. H.) pursued, weare 
to be plunged rashly into war, If it was rashness in 


the representatives of the people to assert the rights 


mouth dictated the terms of peace. 


of the country, and this rashness should produce 
Y who supported these resolu- 
for one, did 


There had been a sin- 


war, for which they 
tions should be held re ponsible, he, 
not fear the responsibility. 

ular cour pur sued on this Oregon question, and 
with reference to which he must detain the Senate 
a moment, it contrasted so strangely, so wonder- 
fully, with a precisely similar quesuon—the an- 


ion of ‘Te: ‘Vexas and Oregon were born 


{ ‘ i 
the ime instant, nursed and cradled in the same 
cradle—the Baluumore Convention—and they were 
at the ime instant adopted hy the democrae y 
throuehout the land. ‘There was not a moment's 
hesitation. until Texas was admitted; but the mo- 
ment she was admitted, the pecular friends of 
= xa turned, and were dome all thy Vy could to 
strangle Oregon! But the country were not blind, 
or deaf. The people ser they comprehend, and 
he trusted they would speak. It was a most sin- 
rular state of things. We were told that we must 
he 4 rreful not to mvolve ourselves in a war with 
Mneland on a question of disputed boundary. 
"There was a question of disputed bound uy b 
tween us and Mewnico: but did we hear, from the 

imme quarter, any warnin vwainsta collision with 
Mexico, when we were about to consuinmate the 


annesn ition of “Te xaos? We were told by these who 
that the Nueces 
And how did 


knew something of those matters, 


wre the proper boundary of ‘Texas! 


they find the friends of ‘Texas moving on that oc- 
easion? Did we, for a single instant, halt on the 
hanks of the Nueces? No: at a single bound 
Ve Cre ed the Nueces, and the blasts of our trum- 
rets, and the prancing of our war-horses, were 
heard on the banks of the Rio Del Norte, one hun- 
dred miles bye yond, Ne rly one hundre d nules of 
disputed territory gives no cause for a moment’s 
hesitation! There was no negotiation then, so far 

Vie owas concerned: we took all. But when 
Oregon is brought into question, we are called on, 
{ n act proper and right, to give away a whole 
empire on the Pacific, if England desire it. Le 
never would consent to a surrender of any portion 
of the country north of 49°, nor one foot, Dy treaty 
or otherwise, under 54° 40’. 


Mr. CALHOUN said he mer ly rose to allude 
toa single remark which applied to himself per- 
aliv. The Senator from Indiana had endeavor- 
ed to draw a contrast between his (Mr. C.’s) 
course upon the ‘Texas question, and his course 
pon this. The views which governed me (said 
Vir. i.) upon that quesuion, rovern me also upon 
this. 1 pursued in reference to Texas what I con- 
eeived to be the best course. If I acted boldly 
and promptly on that occasion, it was because 
boldness and promptness were necessary to suc- 
cess, It was the golden opportunity; and one 
ir’s delay would have lost ‘l'exas to us forever. 
if Lam for more deliberate measures on this oc- 
not because I am nota friend to Ore- 
con. On the contrary, Oregon has no better friend 
than myself: there is no one who would venture 
) But it is asked why I do not 
pursue the same course of action as in regard to 
‘Texas. If the gentleman will refer to my remarks 
in 1843, he will find that the views which governed 
me then are the same with those which govern 
me now. | believe that precipitancy will lose 
you Oregon forever—no, not forever; but it will 
lose you Oregon in the first struggle, and then it 
will require another struggle hereafter, when we 
become stronger, to revain it. 
I will not go into this question now; I am pre- 
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more to save it, 
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if argument can show, that the principle involved 
in these resolutions, so far from gaining Oregon, 
will for the present lose every inch of that terri- 
tory; and it is on that account, as much from the 
fear of losing Oregon as from the desire of avoid- 
ing war, that | have proposed amendments to the 
Senator’s resolutions. It is for this reason that I 
am opposed to the resolutions. Sir, if my advice 
had been pursued we should never have been in- 
volved in this controversy atall. I now act under 
circumstances not produced by myself, and | will 
do the best L can to save the ‘Territory of Oregin, 
which I hold as valuable as the Senator from In- 
diana himself can do. If you instime a com- 
parison between Oregon and ‘Texas, | would say 
that the former is as valuable to us as the latter, 
and | would as manfully defend it. If the Senator 
and myself disagree, we disagree only as to the 
means of securmg Oregon, and not as to its impor- 
tance, Sir, I intended to say nothing about cen- 
suring the President; | simply said that, by implhi- 
cation, a censure would be conveyed. 1 do not 
suppose that the Senator intends to reflect upon 
the President: but there can be. no diilerence, as 
far as the principle involved in this question is 
concerned, etween the circumstances when the 
proposition for a division at the forty-ninth paral- 
lel was made and now. It was as sensible then to 
make the offer as it would be now. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said that, after having given 
agreat deal of attention to the subject, he had ar- 
rived at the conviction that it did not become the 
Senate to interfere in the matter at present. He 
had a reasonable confidence in the President, and 
inasmuch as the Coustitution of the country had 
conferred on him the power of conductine the ne- 


| 
' 


rotiations, therefore, unless he saw proper to eall 
in the aid of the Senate, or until the Senate thought 
itineumbent on them to advise him to surrender 


1 tae 


all neeotiations, and the subject should be trans- 
ferred to the Senate legitimately, and the Execu- 
tive should have washed his hands of it, he thought 
the Senate would be acung lnproperly to intertere 
inthe matter. But when once legiumately trans- 
ferred to the Senate, he would then be ready, in 
the love of country and the fear of God, to take 
part in the setilement of the question, But until 
then he should oppose all proceedings which would 
have the efiect eitherof censuringe or of lauding the 
President pending the negouations, 
this remark he did not mean any more than what 
the Senator from South Carolina himself meant in 
reference to the original resolutiions—namely, that 
a censure might be understood to be conveyed by 
implication; that the massage of a resolution de- 
claring it a violation of honor to surrender any 
part of Oregon was an implied censure upon the 
President, who had authorized a proposition for 
such surrender. 


Lie was, on this ground, adverse to the original | 


resolutions, and he was quite as much opposed to 
the amendments; because they micht be considered 
as conveying a spe cles of praise which he was not 
prepared to administer to the President. When 
the question should come up hereafter, he imtend- 
ed to make a motion which would, if it prevailed, 
preclude all further proceedings upon the subject. 
ile intended to move that the whole subject be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN disclaimed any intention of 
lauding the President; nor did he accuse the gen- 
tleman from Indiana of any intention to censure 
him. He had only said he approved the course of 


the President in offering the forty-ninth parallel. | 


It was very certain, however, that the sense of the 


Senate, when taken upon the original resolutions | 
and the amendments, would show very clearly the | 
views entertained with reference to the settlement 


of the Oregon difficulty. ‘Those who agreed with 
the honorable mover of the original resolutions 
would reject all further negotiations; those on the 
opposite side would be disposed to continue the 
necotiations, That was the whole amount of the 
matter; and his sole reason for moving the amend- 
ments was that the sense of the Senate might be 
fully taken. 

Mr. ARCHER said it seemed to him to bea 
matter of no great importance what disposal the 
Senate might finally make of the two propositions 
now before them. The main object he desired had 
been obtained by the debate of this morning. He 


merely rose at this time for the purpose of express- | 


ing his profound satisfaction at the course taken 


In making | 








Dec. 30, 
He had had occasion to express his views jj 
the subject heretofore. He came here imbued yj), 
apprehension, but he hailed the attitude tak; 7 a 
the Senator as an undoubted omen of peace: a 
from his place here he proclaimed the clad tidin 
to the country. And why? They of that side, 
the House would now find on the other sid: sey , 

bers enough to sustain them in the ground w) 

they were going to take. 

Sir, (said Mr. Arncurer,) when I speak of 

I disdain to say that the word means any othe: 

than an honorable peace. If it be possidile t] 

there are any in this Senate who are willipo 

make any sacrifices of national honor, they y 

not, after such a delinquency, dare to exhibit ihe 

selves in the face of the popular indignation which 
will meet them on all sides. Sir, the good and bad 
men here, if there be any of the latter description, 

will equally be found to concur in this. Rut w 
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to 
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ever heard until afew days ago that the Scie of 
the country was involved? Was not Preside t 
Jackson sensitive enough for the preservation of 
the honor of the country? During the eieht years 
of his administration it was thought no dishonor 
that the Government should allow a question sl 


this nature to remainat rest. What has produced 
so greata change now? Are we more sensitive , f 
public honor than all those who have cone before 
us? Are we more sensible of the public honor than 
our predecessors in the government of this coup- 
try? Sir, there is no dishonor in the furth« 
ducting of pacific negotiations. Nay, in my opip- 
ion there will be more honor in continuine the 
negotiations than in interrupting them by hasty 
and ill-advised conduct upon this floor. Wha: 
the aspect which we should present to the country 
supposing the case reversed, and the que 
brought up in the British Parliament, and Jane 
of insult and contumely indulged in, similar to th: 
terms we have used here? Would any of us 
the irritations which would naturally be produes 
by such laneuage, be disposed to listen to conci 
tory terms of peace? 


’ 


' We ought not, then, to do 
that which, if done by others, we should he dis- 
posed to resent as the highest indignity. Let 
apply this argument to ourselves. If wi 
every occasion, at the commencement as well as in 
the progress of the controversy, to hean eve ry sort 
of contumely upon our adversaries, what are we 
to expect at their hands?) Why, that they should 
refuse all just conciliation. Not that IL believe 
our adversary would not accede to any just pi 
ciple of settlement, but that the language w 

on this floor is well calculated to .thwart that 
course. 

Sir, [ repeat, itis not for the purpose of enter- 
ing into an exposition of any opinions of my own 
that I now address you. Let the proceedings of 
this morning go abroad, as they of course must 
do, and they will be hailed as an omen of pea 
and that peace cannot fail to be secure unles: 
by some egregious act of folly, disturb the re! 
tions at-present existing. The controversy can 
be terminated, and with honor to the country, 10 
the progress of further negotiations, unless pre- 
vented by the temper of our proceedings here. I 
believe as firmly as I do anything which exists 
that such will be its termination. 

Sir, I am indifferent whether the resolutions be 
now laid upon the table or discussed at large. And 
I put it to Senators on both sides of the Chamber, 
how can it possibly be of any importance? Sup- 
pose the resolutions should be laid wpon the table, 
in conformity with the motion of the Senator from 
North Carolina, does he suppose that will inter 
rupt the progress of the discussion of the subject’ 
Discussion must come, and I hope it will come: 
for I am gratified to find that it will now be carried 
on under circumstances not calculated to produce 
a similar degree of alarm in the country to that 
which a debate a few days ago produced. _ 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that the Senator 
from North Carolina had stated it to be his inten- 
tion to move to lay the whole subject on the table. 
And he assured that honorable Senator, that when- 
eVer he thought proper to make that motion, he 
should receive one other vote besides his ow). 
He agreed with the Senator from North Carolina 
that the subject ought to be laid on the table. |” 
his opinion, it was highly proper, while negota 
tions were pending, that the Senate should abstain 
from the discussion of this question, except 
|| executive session. If the motion of the Senator 


pared, when it comes up for discussion, to show, || by the distinguished Senator from South Carolina, |! from North Carolina should prevail, he hoped 
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some Senator would move to transfer the whole | 
matter from the legislative to the executive Journal | 
of the Senate. That was the appropriate place | 
for the discussion, if there must be discussion. 
Rut he regretted these attempts to discuss the ques- 
tion, at this crisis, before the country, especially 
if one of the objects to be accomplished by the dis- 
cussion on this floor was to ** prepare the hearts 
of the people for war.”’ 

The resolutions, as he viewed them, were of 
an advisory character; and as he thought the Ex- 
ecutive entitled to the initiative in matters of this 
character, it did not appear to him that the Senate 
ought to assume it. It was the duty of the Senate 
to wait for the issue of such negotiations as the 
Executive, acting on his own responsibility, might 
enter into; and when he presented a treaty for 
their approval, it then became their duty to dis- 
cuss the subject. Were they now to express an 
opinion in favor of one series of these resolutions, | 
orthe other, would they not stand committed, in 
the face of the country, to the course indicated by | 
the particular resolutions which they had adopted? | 
It must be clear to every one, that, whether they | 
decided in favor of the forty-ninth parallel, or for | 
the whole of Oregon, they would have prejudged 
the question, when the Executive hook send | 
them a treaty, embracing the one principle or the 
other, for their ratification. ‘To act upon these | 
resolutions before the Executive has acted, and 
has submitted the result of his course for their 
consideration, would be to assume the initiative, 
which had not been vested in them by the Con- 
stitution. 

Supposing that the resolutions of the Senator | 

from a were voted down, and the amend- 
ment adopted as a substitute by a majority, which 
itwas to be presumed would not be very large, 
what would be their position? A majority would 
have said, or recommended, that the question 
should be settled by the adoption of the parallel of 
forty-nine. Suppose the President could obtain 
hetter, or not so good terms. Suppose, in the ex- 
ercise of his diseretion, and urged by a paramount 
sense of duty, he should determine to accept twen- 
ty-eight degrees twenty minutes as the boundary, 
taking the half of Oregon, and yielding half, should 
we not be met from every quarter, and with truth, 
with the ery that we had voted for a different 
parallel? And should we not have thus involved 
the matter in difficulty and embarrassment by our 
previous decision? He would be willing at any 
time when it should be properly presented, to go | 
into the question; but he trusted that it would not 
be foreed upon the Senate. Let the subject ema- | 
nate from the President, upon whom has been de- 
volved the whole responsibility. Let us not seek 
to take any portion of that responsibility from 
him, or to assume his office. He would repea’, | 
that, according to the letter and spirit of the Con- 
stitution, the initiative did not belong to the Senate. 
It did not become them to give a premature opin- 
ion Which would have the effect of foreclosing the 
subject. Let it remain in the hands to which the 
Constitution has committed it. 
_ Mr. HANEGAN said that he entertained a pro- 
found respect for the opinions of the Senator from | 
Delaware ; but it certainly seemed strange to him | 
that so learned and experienced a Senator should | 
say that the Senate had not a right, in the existing 
State of facts, to assume the initiative. It appear- 
ed to him that the representatives of the sovereign 
States of the Union had a right to take the initia- 
ive on any question involving the territorial rights 
of the United States. There was no power be- 
hind which they were bound to conceal themselves 
wutil the strings were pulled, and permission was 
given them to act, 

But the Senator says we are interfering with ne- 
gouations. What negotiations? Has not the Pres- 
ident told us, in his Message, that there is no pro- 
position now pending; that the last proposition 
irom this Government had been cavalierly rejected, 
and had been immediately withdrawn ? Does he 
hot say that, for the present, at least, the negotia- 
tion isatanend? Negotiations can only now®be 
renewed by the British Government; as he took it 
for granted, from the high and manly stand he had 
taken in his Message, that the President would not 
renew them. He has now called on us to aid him 
in the settlement of the question, and has pub- 
ished to the world the entire diplomatic corres- 
pondence upon the subject, thereby showing con- 
clusively that the negotiations had terminated. |) 


| State in the Union. 


| doomed to disappointment. 


What could be thought of any Government which 
would make public diplomatic correspondence be- 
fore the negotiations to which it related had been 
brought to a close? 

As to the allegation, that he had cast a censure 


| on the President, he had but a single word to say. 


Already he had disclaimed any such intention ; 
and, as was his uniform practice in private trans- 
actions, so should be his course in public life, if 
one explanation was not sufficient, never to repeat 
it. If his language was to be construed into cen- 
sure, well, so let it be. How could it be an attack 
upon the President, when it was sustained by his 
very language. The President had said that our 
right to the whole of Oregon was indisputable; and 
what did the resolutions he had submitted express 
beyond a reiteration of this opinion? The title to 
Oregon had been nobly sustained by the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina, and also by the pres- 
ent Secretary of State. And, he would ask, in what 
quarter of the Union would they find any assein- 
blage of American citizens who would give their 
sanction to the relinquishment of any portion of 
it? With the irrefragable testimony in favor of 
our title which we possesss, there would be about 


| as much propriety in the surrender of Florida, or 


of Maine, or of Massachusetts, or of any other 
A great deal had been said 
about the right of England; but he had yet to hear 
the first substantial argument or proof to support 


| it. He had yet to learn that she had any right in 


Oregon beyond the permissive right of a tenant. 
She had no right to Oregon. No man could pro- 
duce any proof of such right. If any one could, 
he would do more than Mr. Pakenham, who, in 
his opinion, had signally failed in his effort. 

ry. ‘ . ‘ ‘ - 

The Senator from South Carolina had dwelt on 


| his creat fondness for Oregon, and had stated that 


he was as true a friend to Oregon as any man in 
the country. But he was not the true mother, or 
he would never be willing to cut the child in two, 
and give away the better half. Look at the map 
of Oregon; the whole of the best half lies above 
the 49th parallel, and commands the whole of the 
north Pacific, controls the whole of the coast, and 
every harbor which was worth possessing. And 


| this the Senator from South Carolina would give 


away. 

The Senator had said that he had always been 
the devoted friend of Oregon. He had congratu- 
lated himself on this consistency of attachment: 
and he (Mr. H.) regretted to see a large portion of 
the press throughout the country had lauded the 
Senator, in terms of high eulogy, and had iterated 
and reiterated the beautiful expression of the dis- 
tinguished Senator, imbodying the Fabian policy, 
and used, he believed, by Lord Chatham to Prince 
Eugene: ‘A wise and masterly inactivity.”? That 
expression had ruined Oregon. Great, therefore, 


| was his regret to see it repeated and lauded through- 


out the country, in connexion with this question. 


| He respected the talents, as well as the high 
| standing which the distinguished Senator occu- 
| pied among the members of the human family, 


but he was compelled to say that he had little ad- 


| miration for the course which the Senator had 
Had the bill to est b- 


pursued on this question. 
lish a Territorial Government in Oregon passed into 
alaw, Oregon would have been ours. ‘Twenty 


|| thousand rifles would have been called into action, 
| would have taken and secured the possession of the 


country. But there was refusal to act, a holding 
back on the part of the Government, when we 
might, without hazard, have established our right. 

‘* Wise and masterly inactivity’? was the prin- 
ciple which had been fatal to our best interests. 
Masses of citizens were waiting in his neighbor- 
hood and in that of the honorable Senator near 
him, [Mr. Arcitson,] who were only waiting for 
the Government to back them; but they were 
He did not reprove 
this course in any spirit of unkindness: what he 
had stated was said more in sorrow than in anger, 
for he deeply lamented the result. 

A single word as to the precipitancy of which 
the distinguished Senator had spoken. Perhaps it 
would not be out of place to say that the precipi- 
tancy of the honorable Senator’s course in relation 
to the annexation of Texas presented a remarkable 
contrast to his ‘‘ wise and masterly inactivity” 
with reference to Oregon. He did not intend to 
charge any improper motives in the distinguished 
Senator; but it appeared strange to him that, when 
a question of territorial acquisition arises in the 
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| northwest, there should be found such a back- 
wardness on the part of Southern gentlemen to give 
their aid. Precipitancy in relation to Texas was 
wise, in the view of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina; but it would not be wise im the case of Ore- 
gon. In the first mstance, the ** golden oppertu- 
nity’’ was to be seized. Now, heaven knows, 
time enough has been given to maturing plans : it 
is now time toact. The two countries are arrayed, 
front to front; and, my life on it, if it were a ques- 
tion between the United States and Mexico, on the 
possession of Cuba or California, or if it were for 
the acquisition of some territory farther still, (for 
he had heard a whisper of Panama,) this would be 
the golden moment. 

Whenever his resolutions should come up for 
consideration, he hoped they would not be rejected 
by the Senate. He had merely mmbodied in them 
what the Executive had said in his Message, and 
had said nothing more than was said by the friends 
of Texas. It was now the time to go more fully 
into the discussion. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN explained, to show that he 
was no greater friend to the acquisition of territory 
in the South than in the North. Every Senator 
was perfectly acquainted with his sentiments rela 
tive to Cuba. Whilst he was a member of Mr. 
Monroe’s Cabinet, he had always opposed any 
effort to disturb the possession of Cuba by Spain ; 
he had ever since been opposed to it,and he would 
be the last man to make such a movement, believ- 
ing that in its present state, it is in the position 
which is best for all parties. Whenever the pr 
per time came, and the-subjeect was brought up fi 
discussion, he expecte d to he able to show ° he V ond 
all doubt, that the same principle wnich eovern 


pro 
i 
) 


yy" 


ed him on the Texas question governed also his 
course in to Ore Tle was as much 
on as the Senator from Indiana ; 
and the only difference between them related to 
the mode by which the same object might be ob- 
ained, , 

tle (Mr. C.) wished to make one or two remarks 
on what had fallen from the Senator from Deli 
ware. He could assure that Senator that he was as 
much averse to forcing the discussion as the Senator 
himself could be. Dut he thought the Senator was 
Wrong in supposing this was an exercise of advisory 
power, which should not be discussed openly. It 
was a question as to boundary ; one on which we 
should not leave a doubt on the public mind. On 
this floor, and in the face of the world, we are 
called on to pronounce our yea or nay, now that 
the question has been started here, or there may 


reference 


in favor of Ore 


ron, 


arise in the public mind a presumption that no 
treaty will be ratified here which doe 
to the particular view 
the Senate. 


snot conform 
s thrown out on one side of 
‘he propositions which he had sub- 
mitted by way of amendment, were clearly not 
ady isory. in their character; therefore, althourh 
adverse to premature discussion, in order that no 
doubt should be left on the mind of the Executive, 
now or hereafter, as to his constitutional right 
of negotiating for territory, he desived a decision 
of the question. He 


thought this was still the 
more necessary, because there was an evident ten- 
deney in the country to the opinions expressed by 
the Senator from Indiana, the effect of which might 
be to involve us in great difiiculty. The resolu- 
tions which he had offered only assert that the 
President, in offering to the British Government a 
settlement on the basis of the 49th parallel, did not, 
in any degre, compromise the honor, dignity, or 
best interests of the country, and that it wasa 
proper exercise of the powers confided to him by 

| the Constitution. He hoped that a majority of the 
Senate would acquiesce in the propriety of settling 
tis question by negotiation. 

Mr. ALLEN disclaimed any intention to take 
part in the debate; buthe did not agree with the 
Senator from South Carolina, that the Senate ought 
to keep back all the measures relating to business, 
in order to enter into a mere discussion upon bar- 
ren propositions. However willing he might be to 
go into a discussion of the subject, he did not de- 
sire to see any action introduced in this body 
which would precede and delay the consideration 
of the joint resolution to give the twelve months 
notice. He did not want any discussion which 
should precede the bill. He did not know wheth- 

| er these resolutions contained the true analysis of 
| the powers of the Constitution of this Government; 
| but he rose merely to say that he would lend his 


| agency to no proposition bearing on this question, 
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but such as provided for giving the notice to Great 
Britain, a 

country over Oreron. War had been spoken of, 
If it was meant that there existed a party in the 
country who desired war for the sake of war, it 
described a party with which he (Mr. A.) had no 
connexion. it was, therefore, with regret he 
heard from the authoritative lips of the pre-emi- 
nent Senator from South Carolina—for he would 
noteat 


p at the term eminent, in consideration of his 
acknowledged standing in the tountry—that any 
proposition introduced into that body might have 
the effect to divide the body in such a way as to 
make it appear that there were men there, or any 
where in the country, who desired war for the 

ike of war. Sut if those who wished for all Ore- 

wm were to be considered lovers of war because 
they cover with their affections the valor of their 
@Muntry—if that be a war party, the honorable 
ator would find many who belonged to it, for 

it was a party that embraced nine-tenths of the 
They thwarted in the 
prosecution of their rights by Great Britain. He 
Mr. A.) had heard this war-cry before; it was 
loud and lone enourh so as to induce this Senate 


country, would not be 


io ratify a tre 
ferritor, tho 


ys 


iy which wave aw Ly part of their 
rh this Senate actually declared that 
it belonged to this country. But the ery of British 
force was raised, Many of their citizens who had 


property were honest and patriotic citizens; but 
inmany threw then property in the seale of the 
common enemy of ther country;,and now they 


dare not set up their richts. "There were men who 


caleulated, by dollars and cents, how much they 
; and it was 


by the ery of **w ir’? from such men as these 


in their mereantie pursuit 


it Britain had been able-to encroach upon 


them, and that made the sound of her cannon 
ther thy way at Niagara. Insult had been of: 
fered, and yet Lord Ashburton had never compen- 
vied them by an apology. He (Mr. A.) would 
ask, were they to be bullied forever on this subject 
hv Careat Lrrit un? lt they acted in a manner to 
ect the interests of the country, and not pro- 
tect the national hon yr, we Vir. A.) would di - 
nounce itas var-party that s ht to intimidate 
them in the discharge of their duty. He rose in 
reference to this war-cry. It was only the banks 
that raised it—it was an artificial war-cry, that 
emanated from the Ka rnootates, : 

Mr. CALHOUN was resolved that his senti 
ments should not be distorted. He made no war- 
ery He said, if the question could not be settled 
hy treaty, it may be settled by war. He would 
ask, was there nothing in the resolutions of the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Haxnecan,] which, 
i lopted, would deny the power to settle the 
{ tion by treaty: Ile denied the war-ery that 

| 
| 


He (Mr. C.) had done his duty 
manfully upon this and upon many other ques- 


wis Tal ed, 


tions in which he had been concerned; and he 
would do his duty in relation to the peace of the 
country. Efe would meet the discussion in rela- 
tion to the resolutions; and if the y could not settle 
he question by treaty, he (Mr. C.) was in favor 
of givine the twelve months’ notice to maintain 
their rights; but ifthey did not settle the question 
he would go for the resolution of the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLen,] in relation to 
the twelve months’ notice; and if that did not do, 
he would vo prepare d to do his duty. 

Mr. HAYWOOD did not mean tatrespass on 
the Senate, by entering upon the question that 
before them; but rose to ask if, from what 
had occurred, the discussion was not premature? 
"The ery of war was raised—not that any party 

yprehended such a calamity; but the scene was 
to be enacted before the world by the Senate of the 
United States. He (Mr. H.) would have no part 
nit. The President had informed the Senate in re- 


hy treaty, 


enme 


lation to the question now before them, and the ery 
of war was immediately raised; but if honorable 
Senators called that war W hich holds that this Sen- 

should not take the jurisdiction out of the hands 
of the President, he would say ** sufficient for the 
day is the evil thereof." But until they got the 
Jurisdiction, he protested against the Senate taking 
the jurisdiction out of the President’s hands, and 
undertaking to manage their foreign relations. 
"They would, by such a course, be pushing this 
body before the President in disposing of the for- 
eign atlurs of the country. As a Democrat, he 
protested against transferring the power of the 
President to the Senate. He protested against it 


to extend the jurisdiction of this | 


on the part of his constituency in North Carolina. 
These constant, persevering efforts, to take from the 
hands of the President what legitimately belonged 
to him, as to their foreign affairs, would have a bad 
effect; and if he wished to call up reminiscences 
which were familiar to them all, they would show 
such an occurrence as would suy to all, that what 
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was done ex necessitate already, had proved to them | 


that it would have no salutary effect. He objected 


to going on with this discussion upon their foreign | 


relations. He considered it not an 


course, 


advisable | 
In relation to what fell from the honor- | 


able Senator from Indiana, [Mr. HanneeGan,] he | 


did not, by the introduction of his resolutions, 
exactly imply censure* upon the President; but 
they go so far as to say: ** You have made this 
offer once, take care how you do it again.”’ 

Mr. HANNEGAN. That is it, sir. 
care how you do it again.” 

Mr. HAYWOOD continued. 
very thing. Before he was asked whether he had 
told them so before in his message, and they had 
held any intercourse with him on the subject, this 
course was to be pursued in the Senate; and this 
was to come from a house composed of his friends, 
and was to be called censure, and Senators who are 
his friends were to be the censurers! He objected 


“ Take | 


That was the | 


to such a course as this, because it would produce 


war—not war with Great Britain, for he was not 


afraid of that—but war in that Hall, and that sort | 


of war which he desired most to avoid. They 
would then have war in that Hall, and war with 
Great Britain. He stood there to maintain the 
dienity of their body—no sunshine friend of the 


Administration, to break it down by such abstract | 


positions as these. 


He stood there as the friend 
of his party. If, by their action, they were to 
break up the Administration, they ought, at all 


events, to give the President two resources... They 


} ro 


were then in Congress already one month, and had | 
spent half in celebrating the holydays, and they | 


heard this clamor about who were to fight hardest 
Let them take the question away 
from party, if they chose—take it away from the 
President; if it was aquestion involving the inter- 
ests of the country, let them bring up Oregon forth- 
with, and he would go for it every inch. He ad- 
mitted that Senators had a right to discuss the 
question in proper season—when the rights of the 
country were at stake. He (Mr. H.) would go 
with those who went to maintain them. It was 
their duty to support the President by a dignified 
course. They were not thereto pass laudatory 
resolutions in favor of the President; but the y were 
hound to support him in his present course. He 
(Mr. H.) was not to be misunderstood by the 
Senator from South Carolina. If every Senator 
was to be compelled to give explanations on that 
floor for what passes in the freedom of debate, as 
intention to give offence, there would be an end to 
all freedom of debate. He did not say that the 
Senator said the resolutions were condemnatory, 
but he said they amounted to it. Mr. H., after 
further ex pre ssing his disapprobation of the course 


on this question. 


pursued in introducing discussion, which looked | 


like playing the game of brag, while the negotia- 


tion was pending, a course which would throw | 


their entire proceedings before the British Minister, 
concluded, 

Mr. HANNEGAWN said that the Senator from 
North Carolina, not only on this, but on other ocea- 
sions, had contended that the President, with the 


Senate alone, should regulate all questions of for- | 
} Now, he recognised | 
the House of Representatives, and believed it had | 


eign territory and relations. 


a little right to inquire what course the President 
was taking with regard to our foreign relations. 
[He referred to the Texas question: that originated 
in the House, and concerned a question of foreign 
territory. And yet, in view of this fact, the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina voted for the measure. 


Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that the Senator | 


knew his course on that occasion; he did not vote 
for the initiative, but for the close. 

Mr. HANNEGAN was understood to say, that 
if the Senator took the close, he might have taken 
the initiative with the same propriety. 


But the | 


Senator thought that we should first ask the Pres- | 


ident for information. 
went to the President and asked whether they 
should move; but he was not one of that num- 
ber. 

Mr. HAYWOOD explained. The proposition 
which he stated was this : when a negotiation was 


There might be those who | 


pending, and there was a doubt whether it was 
terminated, the proper course was, to ask the Pres. 
ident whether the negotiation had closed, or w 
proceeding. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said that the President had 
given the information in his Message as plainly as 
A, B,C. And where was the necessity of asking 
him whether we should move or not? He who 
could not understand the plain language of the 
President, that the negotiation was at an end, must 
have a singular obliquity of mental vision. He 
(Mr. H.) had then only to pursue his own course, 
If hereafter he should see proper to pursue any 
particular course, he would move without askin 
the President’s permission. So far as etiquette 
was coneerned, he cared nothing; it was the sub- 
stance which he desired. But he would ask the 
particular friend of the President, as the Senator 
appeared to be on this occasion, how would he 
defend him if the negotiation was still pending, 
and the President had published his Message to 
the world? Did he not call on Congress to act? 
Did he not recommend notice to be given to Great 
Britain for the termination of the joint occupation? 
that we should occupy, to a certain extent, the 
territory, and erect stockades and forts? He said 
that the negotiation was at an end; and yet we 
were to ask the President, was it time to act! The 
Senator from North Carolina appealed to his 
friends to stand by him in rejecting these resolu- 
tions; but he (Mr. H.) called on him, as main- 
taining the principles of the Baltimore ConVention, 
to stand by the proclamation of his party. In the 
same resolution Texas and Oregon rose and met, 
and should be maintained. Were we divided there? 
He asked the Senator not to adhere to men, but to 
adhere to the declarations of party, made in solemn 
convention. By this he was willing to live or die, 
No compromise at forty-nine; the people in his 
country would never consent to such a surrender. 
He repeated, in the words of his resolutions, that 
it would be dishonorable and cowardly to sur- 
render. 

Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that the Senator 
had spoken of him as a peculiar friend of the Pres- 
ident, and that he might learn and tell him. He 
[Mr. Haywoop] was not apt to take exception to 
such remarks. He made but poor progress in 
running. [Mr ~Hanneeaan, sotto voce: You can 
walk.] He had only seen the President once this 
winter. He was his peculiar friend, however, be- 
cause it was peculiar for a politician in these days 
to have an honest friend. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Would to God he had an 
honest friend who would talk honestly to him. 

He then moved to lay the resolutions on the 
table, to be taken up hereafter, when the subject 
of notices and bills should be in order. 

Mr. BENTON. 1 shall vote for the motion, 
without the qualification. 

The question on the motion of Mr. Hannecan 
was then put, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAYWOOD submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing the ware- 
house system for the storage of imported goods, 
in connexion with the revenue system of the Uni- 
ted States; and that said committee shall have 
power to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the See- 
retary of the Navy of the United States as refers 
to the commerce of the United States, be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire whether, with a view 
to the defence of the country, it is expedient, by 
subscription to its stock or otherwise, and upon 
such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon 
by the United States and the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company, to assist in the completion 
ofthe road of the said company from its pré sent 
western terminus to some suitable point on the 
Ohio river. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill to 
continue the office of Commissioner of Pensions. 

The bill was then considered, as in committee 
of the whole, and being reported without amend- 
ment, was ordered to be engrossed fora third read- 
ing 


as 
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